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After enduring a challenging 
winter, spring has finally arrived. 
The change in season brings 
renewed energy and anticipation, 
and it is clear that everyone is 
eager to spend more time outside. 
With warmer temperatures and 
longer days, outdoor activities are 
once again possible and highly 
anticipated.

We started 3 major improve-
ments within the post.

1.)	� Replacing the HVAC and 
heating units thru  
the NJNG SaveGreen  
program.

2.)	� Replacing the needed  
kitchen equipment

3.)�	� Installing acoustic foam 
wave ceiling cloud in 		
the canteen.

The Executive Board played a 
pivotal role working closely with 
Finance Officer Ralph Wolff and 
Construction Chair Pete Chafatel-
li, with these decisions to ensured 
that each project was carefully 
planned and executed within our 
budget.

Andrew Hadley a student from 
Donovan Catholic High School 
participated in our annual Ora-
torical Contest. Andrew went on 

to the State Finals and came in 
second place out of the 5 finalists.

Julianna LaMarsh a student from 
Walnut Creek Middle School par-
ticipated in our annual Coloring 
Contest and her drawing went up 
to the State Finals where she came 
in First Place.

Dave Corbin, Arnie Boyle and 
Stanley Bilicki are interviewing 
students at local High Schools for 
Boys State.

•	 May 2nd County Meeting 
11:00 AM

•	 May 9th Installations of  
Officers 1-4 pm

•	 May 20th Boys State 
Meeting 7PM

•	 May 23rd Memorial Day 
Picnic (SAL) Pig Roast 

•	 May 24th Memorial  
Service, Ocean County  
Veterans Park

•	 May 25th Memorial Day  
Parade (meet at Office 
Lounge 9 AM)

•	 June 6th 82th Anniversary  
D Day

•	 Department of New Jersey 
American Legion 107th  
Annual Convention 

      (week of June 8th in  
         Wildwood NJ)

Looking ahead... SAVE the Date 
for our July 5th America 250th 
Year Birthday Celebration.

Always check the canteen TV 
advertisements for any changes 
and updates.

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with our troops for a safe return 
Home.

For God and Country
Stanley Bilicki 

  Facebook: facebook.com/groups/post129/               Website: www.alpost129.org

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

MAY /  JUNE 2026
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Spring is in the air and before 
you know it. We will be cele-
brating our 107th year at our 
Convention in Wildwood in 
June. And on July 1, 2026 our 
new membership year starts for 
2027 

We would like to extend our 
sincere gratitude to all our 
dedicated members who have 
already submitted their dues. 
Your timely contributions play 
an essential role in supporting 
the important work that we 
do throughout the year. Let us 
renew our commitment and 
redouble our efforts and make 
2026 a year of prosperity. We 
cannot achieve this without you. 
Together, we are Saving Lives 
and Changing lives.

Current Membership Status
At present our membership 

stands at 1,230. This represents 
89.78% of our annual goal, 
with 140 more members need-
ed to surpass last year’s total 
of 1,370. If you have not yet 
submitted your 2026 dues, we 
encourage you to do so as soon 
as possible.

How to Renew Your  
Membership

•	 Visit mylegion.org to pay 
your dues online and receive 
your membership card within 
a few days, saving both stamps 
and envelopes.

•	 Mail your dues directly to 
the post.

You can now eliminate the 
yearly hassle of remembering 
to renew your American Legion 
membership by taking advan-
tage of the new multiyear mem-
bership option, available to both 
current and potential members. 
Legionnaires needing to renew, 
as well as veterans interested 
in joining, can visit legion.org/
renew or legion.org/join. A 
three-year membership renewal 
is also available at legion.org/
renew.

Membership Tools and 
Community Support

To stay connected and in-
formed, we encourage you to 
download the Legion Plus App 
on your mobile device. Simply 
go to the App Store or Google 
Play Store and download the 
app.

Your ongoing support is vital 
for us to continue assisting our 
veterans, their families, and 
the community where we live. 
Please remember the importance 
of the Buddy Check by reach-
ing out to our Legion Family 
and friends to see if they need 
help or words of encourage-
ment, especially during these 
challenging times when the cost 
of living is rising. It is crucial 
that we look out for one anoth-
er—this is what we do: veterans 
taking care of veterans.

Membership Growth and 
Eligibility

We ask our Legion Family to 

reach out to friends, neighbors, 
coworkers, and family mem-
bers to see if they would be 
interested in joining our great 
organization. According to the 
Legion Act of 2019, any veter-
an who has served at least one 
day of active military duty since 
December 7, 1947, and was 
honorably discharged or is still 
serving honorably qualifies for 
membership in The American 
Legion.

Contact and Support
If you require assistance from 

our Post or at the Department 
level, or if you have encoun-
tered any issues that have pre-
vented you from renewing your 
membership, please contact me 
at rjg548@comcast.net or call 
732-604-8326. The American 
Legion needs your support—
membership is truly the life-
blood of our organization.

Be the One
•	 Be the one to ask veterans 

in your life how they are doing.
•	 Be the one to listen when 

a veteran needs to talk.
•	 Be the one to reach out 

when a veteran is struggling.
It only takes one person to 

help save a veteran’s life—you 
can be that one. For more in-
formation, please visit 
 betheone.org.

For God and Country,
Rich Godfrey
Past Department of New Jersey
Membership Chair

Membership Minute
Rich Godfrey
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Many members may not fully 
realize the level of responsibility, 
and the dedication that is required 
to serve on the Executive Team 
positions.

As the Finance Officer for Post 
129, I have a unique vantage point 
as I see not only the demands of 
my own volunteer role, but also the 
tremendous effort so many others 
contribute to keeping our Post run-
ning strong.

For this month’s Sound Off, I’d 
like to share the mission of the 
Finance Officer and provide a clear 
picture of what this role entails.
Mission of the Finance Officer.
The Finance Officer assures Post 
129 remains financially strong, 
transparent, compliant, and audit 
ready. The role exists to safeguard 
the Post’s assets and deliver accu-
rate, timely financial information to 
leadership and members. Below is 
an overview of the financial struc-
ture and responsibilities that support 
the successful operation of our Post.

POST 129 
FINANCIAL STRUCTURE

1. Core Accounts
•  Operating Checking Account
•  Gaming Account
•  Bar/Kitchen Account
•  Savings / Reserve Account
•  Capital Asset Accounts
2. Financial Statements
Balance Sheet
•  Assets
•  Liabilities
•  �Net Assets  

(Restricted & Unrestricted)
Income Statement (P&L)
•  Revenue
•  Expenses
•  Net Operating Result
Cash Flow Summary
•  Inflows
•  Outflows
•  Net Cash Position
3.  Revenue Centers
•  Bar Operations
•  Kitchen Operations
•  Gaming / Raffles
•  Hall Rentals & Events
•  Membership Dues
•  Donations & Grants
•  Special Events
4. Expense Categories
•  Payroll & Taxes
•  Cost of Goods Sold (Bar/Kitchen)
•  Utilities
•  Insurance
•  Repairs & Maintenance
•  �Program Spendin 

(Scholarships, Veterans Aid)
•  Supplies
•  Legion Fees & Assessments
•  Capital Improvements
5. Controls & Oversight
•  Two Signature Checks
•  Daily Deposit Logs
•  Inventory Controls
•  Monthly Reconciliations
•  Quarterly Internal Audits
•  �Annual External Review 

 (recommended)
6. Governance
•  �Finance Officer – Maintains 

books, prepares reports
•  �Executive Board – Reviews and 

approves
•  �Membership – Approves budget  

and major expenditures
•  �Audit Committee – Verifies 

accuracy and compliance
7. Monthly Reporting Package
•  Balance Sheet
•  P&L (Month & YTD)
•  Departmental Reports
•  Cash Flow Summary
•  Budget vs. Actual
•  Variance Notes
•  Upcoming Obligations
•  Commander’s Summary Page

Post Financial Position:
Your Post continues to be finan-
cially strong throughout the first 
quarter of 2026.  We are in the 
process of preparing our new 
fiscal year 2026/2027 Budget and 
Strategic Plan.  I am looking for-
ward to presenting them to you in 
the next issue.  

As always, I remain committed 
to responsible stewardship, and 
transparent reporting of our post 
financials.  Our financial strength 
reflects the dedication of our mem-
bers, volunteers, and leadership.  
Together, we are building a founda-
tion that will serve veterans and our 
community for years to come.

Thank you for your commitment 
to our Legion family.  Together, 
we honor the past, serve the pres-
ent, and invest in the future.  
Until next issue:  Be Well, Love 
God, Love Your Neighbor, Help 
Someone, Be Kind, Be Honest 
and Be The One.

You have to stand for something, 
or you’ll fall for anything.

Respectfully,
Ralph E. Wolff
Finance Officer

Financial Corner
Ralph Wolff



Hello Legion Family! 
Happy Spring! It’s nice to get 

out of the frigid winter months 
and start enjoying the warm spring 
weather! 

We hope everyone had a nice 
Easter Holiday and spring break. 
We have been hard at work here 
in Squadron 129. We are gearing 
up for our annual Memorial Day 
Weekend Pig Roast & BBQ. This 
is our most successful event of the 
year and we are looking forward 
to this event. We have great food, 
great entertainment by Katfish 
Lucy and great beverages during 
the course of the day. As always, 
we need a lot of volunteers for this 
event. Our legion family has been 
awesome over the years in help 
us out. We need more of our SAL 
members to step up and help us 
out. Please reach out so we can put 
you on our schedule. The Pig Roast 
flyer is below with all the details. 

We are winding down on our 
membership year. Although your 
2026 cards are valid through 
12/31/26, the actual Detachment 
(state) membership year runs from 
7/1 through 6/30. This means we 
have to hit or exceed last years 
membership numbers by June! 
We are making good progress, but 
there is more work to do. Please 

reach out to use if you have any 
questions regarding your member-
ship or need any assistance. You 
can pay your membership dues 
at the bar with one of our great 
bartenders, send it in via mail or 
conveniently pay online at http://
www.salpost129.com

We are also ready, will and able 
to assist our legion family in their 
upcoming events as well. Please 
keep an eye out for notifications 
and flyers. 

Finally, the SAL will not be hav-
ing a June meeting, as always, due 
to the annual Detachment Conven-
tion in Wildwood. 

Enjoy the nice weather and we 
look forward to seeing you around 
our great American Legion Post!

For God & Country,
Joe Rutzler
Commander, Squadron 129

Hello American Legion Post 129 
Family.

Hope this finds everyone well !
Great to see that Summer is 

around the corner.
The Riders wish to Congratulate 

Mary Prendergast for creating the 
event of “The Battle of the Bands” 
This event was not only outstand-
ing, however, extremely successful. 
Awesome Job!! Congratulations 
Legionaire Mary Prendergast.

Congratulations to All of Post 
129 2026-2027 Elected Officers. 
Installation of Officers is held on 
Saturday,  May 09, 2026 @ 01:00 
PM at Post 129. Please plan on 
attending to support your new 
Officers. 

Riders are looking forward to 
Honoring Our Veterans as a Family 
on Memorial Day Weekend. Hope 
to see a Record attendance during 
this honorable weekend.

American Legion Department 
Convention is During the week of
June 08, 2026 in Wildwood. Hope 
to see everyone there !!!

The Riders have arranged a FISH 
FRY for Saturday, July 18, 12-5
To be held in the Grove. Fish Fry 
by Tastefully British. Entertain-
ment by WILD ROSE.

Please see our website for ticket 
purchase:  Alrpost129.com

For God & Country
God Bless
Cliff Johnson
Director
American Legion Riders
Post 129
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Joe Rutzler

Cliff Johnson



  American Legion Post 129                            SOUNDOFF                                                                  Page 5

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we leave the cold of winter 

behind, we welcome the prom-
ise of brighter, warmer days 
ahead—a season of renewal, 
growth, and new beginnings.

With that spirit in mind, I would 
like to take a moment to recog-
nize some of the wonderful things 
happening within our organiza-
tion and among our members.

First, congratulations to Bruce 
Caputo, winner of our recent 
50/50—well done. Thank you as 
well to everyone who participated 
and supported the fundraiser.

I would also like to extend my 
sincere congratulations to Mary 
Prendergast and her entire team for 
organizing such a successful Bat-
tle of the Bands event. Your hard 
work, coordination, and enthusiasm 
truly showed, and it was a fantastic 
time for everyone who attended.

And a huge shout-out to Lau-
rinda Miller for all of her hard 
work—because of her dedication, 
we are so close to reaching our 
100% membership goal, and it is 
truly within reach. Thank you for 
everything you’ve done to get us 
here. If you haven’t renewed your 
membership please stop into the 
canteen and renew today to help 
us reach our goal. We’re almost 

there—let’s finish strong!
I would also like to warmly wel-

come our new members and thank 
our returning members for their 
continued support. Let’s keep the 
momentum going—get involved, 
attend meetings, and come out to 
support the many activities and 
events we have planned.

On a more bittersweet note, we 
say farewell to Jane Keely. Jane 
has been an incredible part of this 
organization, and her dedication, 
time, and countless contributions 
have made a lasting impact. She 
will be deeply missed, and her 
absence will certainly leave a 
void. We thank her for everything 
she has done and wish her all the 
very best in her next chapter.

Looking ahead, we are excited 
to announce an upcoming event 
organized by Diane Ford: a com-
edy show, The Cemetery Club, 
taking place on June 28. Tickets 
are $20 per person and are avail-
able in the canteen. Be sure to 
get yours early and come out for 
what promises to be a fun and 
entertaining evening.

May is National Poppy Month, 
a time to honor and remember 
the sacrifices of our veterans. 
Our chairperson, Betty, is cur-
rently looking for volunteers to 
help distribute poppies. If you 
can spare a few hours to assist in 
this important effort, please reach 
out to her at 908-278-7987. Your 
support helps continue a mean-
ingful tradition of remembrance 
and respect.

I would also like to take this 

opportunity to thank all of our 
officers and dedicated members 
who consistently attend meetings, 
volunteer their time, host events, 
and support our fundraisers. Your 
commitment is what keeps our 
organization strong and thriving.

I encourage everyone to continue 
getting involved, lending a hand, 
and participating in the many activ-
ities that bring us together.

At this time, I also want to 
pause to reflect on the ongoing 
conflicts around the world and 
the profound impact they have on 
so many lives. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the brave men 
and women currently serving in 
our armed forces, as well as their 
families who support them from 
afar. We honor and remember 
those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice, and we hold their 
loved ones close in our hearts. It 
is our sincere hope that peace will 
prevail soon, and that a safe and 
swift resolution may be found.

Lastly, this will be my final 
Sound Off article, as our new of-
ficers will be taking over in June. 
It has truly been an honor to serve 
and to share these updates with 
you. I wish our incoming officers 
every success in the year ahead, 
and I know they will continue to 
lead with dedication and pride.

Thank you all for your contin-
ued support.

Danielle DiBenedetto
President
American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 129

Danielle DiBenedetto
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May has arrived, and hopefully, 
the warm weather with it.

THE BUNKER BAR’s Grand 
Opening is on Saturday, May 
2nd, at Noon.  Members and 
Guests can bring food (hot or 
cold) to share with everyone.  
This has been a yearly tradition.

The Bunker will open at 5PM 
Tuesday through Friday and at 
3PM on Saturdays.  The Bunker is 
closed on Mondays.

Because of its popularity, the 
Bunker will be offering $2.00 Hot-
dogs on Thursday Night after 6PM.  
Sorry Bingo, no orders to go.

Dale Harpe’s House Maintenance 
Crew of Ed, Kenny, Frank, Claude 
and Chris, along with Ocean Coun-
ty Corrections did a great job clean-
ing up the picnic grove, garage and 
the entire Post 129 property.  Post 
129 thanks you.

HORSESHOE LEAGUE:  
Our ever-popular Horseshoe 
League will be starting up in May.  
The first meeting is on Wednes-
day, May 6th, at 6PM, down at 
the Bunker Bar.  The league starts 
on Wednesday, May 13th.  ALL 

ARE WELCOME (Singles and 
Teams).  There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the Canteen.  For more 
information contact Mike Feim-
er (732-684-9790) or Dan Szpyt 
(732-996-4406.

CORNHOLE:  Our Summer 
Cornhole Play will be starting on 
Tuesday, May 26th, at 6PM, down 
at the Bunker Bar.  It is a Random 
Draw League (no teams).  Every-
one who shows up will play.  It is 
$5.00 a person to play and there 
will be 1st and 2nd place winners.

So, come on out and test your 
skill.  If you are interested, con-
tact Dale at 732-977-5174.  Please 
leave your name and number, so 
you can be contacted if there any 
changes.

MEMORIAL DAY PIG 
ROAST:  Our Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion, SAL Squadron 129, 
will be hosting its annual Memo-
rial Day Pig Roast on Saturday, 
May 23rd, from 1PM to 5PM 
(rain date:  Sunday, May 24th).  
SAL Commander, Joe Rutzler, 
along with his faithful officers 
and volunteers from Post 129 and 
Brick Post SAL Squadron 348 
start roasting the 2 pigs at 5AM.  

Tickets are $30 in advance and 
$35 the Day of the Roast.  Chil-

dren under 12 are $10.  Sorry, NO 
Rainchecks.  Tickets include Draft 
Beer, Canned Soda and Bottled 
Water.  The menu includes Roast-
ed Pig, BBQ Chicken, Hot Dogs, 
Hamburgers, Salads, Baked Beans 
and More.  Entertainment will 
be provided by the ever popular 
“KATFISH LUCY.”

Tickets are available in the Can-
teen (see one of our bartenders) or 
by calling Rocky Lucia at 917-417-
4818 or Pete Coleman at 732-910-
7013.  You can also pay online at 
http://www.salpost129.com.

This Event is the SAL’s Main 
Fundraiser of the year.  It is 
open to the Public, so bring your 
friends and family and help con-
tinue to make this Picnic a great 
success.

250 YEAR CELEBRATION:  
Post 129 will be celebrating 
America’s 250 Anniversary (1776 
to 2026) on Sunday, July 5th, 
from 1PM to 5PM, in the Pic-
nic Grove.  This event is open to 
the Public.  Everyone is invited.  
Tickets will be going on sale after 
our Memorial Day Picnic.  The 
“Mangos” will be providing the 
entertainment.

The Bar Committee would be 
remiss if we did not thank all of 

Canteen News
Eric Inauen
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ners 7 days a week (on Mondays 
lunches only until 5PM).  They are 
now accepting credit cards.  We 
are the only American Legion Post 
in the State that provides this. 

The Canteen has 9 beers on tap 
along with other bottled beers.  
We have recently added Sam Ad-
ams on tap.  We also have SURF-
SIDE and SUNCRUISER.  Our 
Bunker Bar has Coors Lite, Miller 
lite, Bud and Yuengling on tap.

The Bar Committee changes our 
drink specials every 2 weeks.  The 
Canteen has added “Oatrageous,” 
a bourbon  whiskey, oat milk 
liqueur with real Expresso.

Remember, when you support 
Post 129, you support the greatest 
Post in the USA.

Remember, when you support 
Post 129, you support the best 
Post in the USA.

Eric Inauen
Chairman
Canteen

our bartenders for the fantastic job 
that they do.  Thank you, Robin, 
Lori, Danielle, Shea, Elena, Eric 
and Joe.  Our Bartender Team 
regularly comes up with new 
drinks for our Members & Guests.  
A special shout out to Bobby Jo-
erg, our Canteen Manager, for all 
the work he does.

For Memorial Day, “The Stars 
& Stripes” will be on special, con-
sisting of Smirnoff Red, White & 
Berry Vodka, Blue Curacao, Lem-
onade and a Grenadine Splash.  
This drink was invented at the 
Canteen by our bartenders. 

We have a live band in the 
Canteen every Friday Night from 
7 to 10PM.  There is an entertain-
ment list on another page in the 
SOUNDOFF.  We may be having 
Outside Entertainment during the 
month of July and August.  So, 
stay tuned.

As always, The Canteen opens 
11AM daily.  Ryan’s Catering of-
fers hot and cold lunches and din-

Welcome Spring and warm 
weather. What a difference from 
a month ago with single digit 
temps. As the world turns, the 
seasons remind us of new life 
budding around us. 
 As the Bible says in Ecclesiastes 
3:1-8

To everything there is a season;
A time for every purpose under 

   Heaven.
A time to be born, a time to die
A time to kill, a time to heal
A time to laugh, a time to weep
A time to dance, a time to mourn
A time to gain, a time to lose
A time to rend, a time to sew
A time of love, a time of hate
A time of war, a time of peace

Many of us may remember this 
as a song by the Byrds a number 
of years ago, I think we can all 
agree that these words are in fact, 
timeless.

As we look forward to our next 
season and make our plans going 
forward into summer, may we 
make time to share time with oth-
ers who might need a kind word, a 
call, or a visit. Each of us has the 
opportunity to “Be the One”.

For God and Country,
Rich Gilchrest
Chaplain

Chaplain’s Corner
Rich Gilchrest
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GENERAL
MEETING

7 PM

AUXILIARY 
MEETING

7 PM

BOARD/
TRUSTEE
MEETING

7 PM

RIDERS
MEETING  7 PM

SAL MEETING
7 PM

MAY
ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment is scheduled from 
7 PM to 10 PM in the Canteen

Time, venue, and band subject to change

UPDATED FLYERS ARE POSTED IN THE CANTEEN

Fri., May 1       OFF OUR ROCKERS

Fri., May 8      PEACE 3

Fri., May 15    LENNY DAVIS

Fri., May 22    MANGOES

Fri., May 29   SOUND MATTERS

DAV
MEETING

7 PM

TIN CAN 
SAILORS

MEETING 12 NOON

HORSESHOE
LEAGUE

MEETING
6PM

BUNKER BAR

BUNKER BAR
GRAND

OPENING
12 NOON

CORNHOLE 6PM
BUNKER BAR

MEMORIAL 
DAY PIG 
ROAST
1-5 PM

MEMORIAL
DAY 

PARADE

MEMORIAL 
DAY 

SERVICE

INSTALLATION
OF OFFICERS

1-4 PM

BOYS STATE
MEETING 7 PM



GENERAL
MEETING

7 PM

AUXILIARY 
MEETING

7 PM

BOARD/
TRUSTEE
MEETING

7 PM

RIDERS
MEETING

7 PM

JUNE
ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment is scheduled from 
7 PM to 10 PM in the Canteen

Time, venue, and band subject to change

UPDATED FLYERS ARE POSTED IN THE CANTEEN

Fri., June 5	  DJ JOE

Fri., June 12	  TERRY CIERI

Fri., June 19	  NEW DAZE 

Fri., June 26 	  WILD ROSE

DAV
MEETING

7 P.M.

TIN CAN 
SAILORS
MEETING
12 NOON
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107TH ANNUAL CONVENTION - WILDWOOD

82ND 

ANNIVERSARY

FLAG DAY SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH
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TIN CAN SAILORS

Tin Can Sailors meet at Post 129 on the 3rd  
Wednesday of  the month at 12 noon
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VALENTINE’S DAY  

PARTY   
Our 2nd Annual Valentine’s 
Day Party will be held on Sat-
urday, February 14th, in the 
Hall.  Tickets are $10 at the 
door.  Your ticket includes 2 
free drinks at our Hall Bar.  
Ryan’s Catering will be offer-
ing Dinner Specials which 
will include a salad, an entree 
and a dessert.  There will be a 
DJ for your entertainment. 
  Our Canteen offers 9 
beers on tap: Guinness, Coors 
Lite, Miller Lite, Bud, Miche-
lob Ultra, Stella, Pabst, 
Yuengling and Rolling Rock.  
In bottles, we also offer Coro-
na & Corona Lite, Heineken 
& Heineken Lite, Coors Lite, 
Miller Lite, Bud, Bud Lite, 
and Michelob Ultra.  
 Our non-alcoholic beer is 
Coors Cutters Edge and Hei-
neken Zero. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Remember, a Legionnaire 
in good standing can invite 

and sign-in 9 guests who do 
not have to be veterans.  Aux-
iliary and SAL Members may 
sign-in 1 guest.  We have a 

live band every Friday night 
starting at 7PM, so stop by 
with your friends and enjoy 
the Food, the Music, the TVs, 
and most of all, the FUN! 

 

Remember, when you 
support Post 129, you 
support the best Post 

in the USA. 

 

 

 

 

At Post 129 Canteen, Toms River, New Jersey 08753

Ryan’s Catering
Saturday Night Specials

2 salads — 2 entrees 
 (you can mix and match)

1 shared dessert
$25.00
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