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COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE 

 
Brothers and Sisters 
 
 It has been an honor and a 
privilege to serve as your Com-
mander for the past two years. If I 
have learned anything during my 
two years as your Commander, it 
is that it takes our entire member-
ship to make our Post a success. I 
would like to start by thanking the 
people who have helped me 
whenever I have asked, starting 
with our Past Commander Ed 
Rutzler, Ed helped me tremen-
dously in the first year as your 
Commander and I will always be 
in his dept for that. 
 
 All our Past Commanders 
stepped up to mentor me on how 
to run our Post in a successful 
manner and I thank them for that. 
I would especially like to thank 
Darlene & Bob Scheiderman, 
Dave Corbin, and Rich Godfrey 
for helping me to learn the proto-
col and traditions of our Post. 
When they say it takes a village to 
raise a child, it is the same with 
our Post. We need everyone to 
step up and volunteer.  
 
 I would like to thank my Vice 
Commanders for stepping up and 
taking care of so many commit-
tees and events as a Commander 
could never handle it alone. I 
would like to thank our SAL Com-
mander Rocky Lucia, our AUX 
President Pam Bowen, and our 
Riders Director Cliff Johnson for 
always working to make our Post 

a success. I would also like to 
thank our Canteen Chairman Eric 
Inauen and Bar Manager Bob 
Jorge and Entertainment Chair-
man Stan Bilicki for making our 
Canteen such a success. Lastly, I 
would like to thank our Vice Com-
mander Emeritus Mr. Phil (PJ) 
Jones, the grumpiest man I ever 
met (: ! PJ works seven days a 
week, five or six hours a day, for 
no pay, and handles our Pull Tabs 
and all Legalized Games of 
Chance for us. I would also like to 
thank our morning crew who work 
every day to get our Post ready 
for the day, Ed Rutzler, John 
Holterman, Dale Harpe, Frank 
Delnero, Ken Benner, thank you 
gentlemen.  
 
 The following is a small list of 
accomplishments as a Post in the 
last two years; 
 
 Ryan’s Catering Kitchen Con-
tract, Dance floor refinished, Stra-
tegic three year plan, By Laws 
revision first since 2014, Canteen 
TV’s to loop events for our mem-
bership, New A/C units, New A/C 
for bunker bar, All kitchen repairs 
completed with no labor charges, 
new chairs in Canteen, new elec-
tronic sign out front, new asphalt 
out back by BBQ’s, new sealing, 
lining and painting of our entire 
parking lot, Mortgage Paid down 
first time under a million dollars, 
new Ice machine in Canteen, re-
paired ice machine in garage, new 
sheds for storage, new commit-
tees to handle Strategic planning, 
Events Committee, Ways and 
means committee, Constitution & 
By Laws committee, Construction 

committee, upcoming Hall renova-
tions. Finally, our SOUNDOFF 
newsletter has won the Best black 
and white, multipage newsletter 
for the sixth time in a row. Thank 
you, Al Harbord.  
 
 In closing I would like to say we 
have a wonderful new incoming 
Commander, Mr. Ralph Moranz, 
and I know if we all give him our 
best, he will continue to be suc-
cessful in running our Post. Thank 
You All.  
 

Commander Pete Chafatelli 

 
BOYS STATE 

REPORT 
 
Post 129 sponsored 10 young 
men for Boys State this year.  We 
had 4 schools participate.  TOMS 
RIVER HS SOUTH-3, HS EAST- 
3, HS NORTH-1, and CENTRAL 
REGIONAL-3. I will report back 
after their individual results come 
out. 
 
I want to thank Post 129 for the 
sponsorship, and all that donated 
to our Children and Youth cam-
paign at the end of last year.  
 
David E. Corbin  
Post 129 
Boys State Chairman 
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MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT 

 
 Just back from The American 
Legion 104th Convention in Wild-
wood June 8th thru the 10th. It was 
great to see everyone that came 
down to participate in the Conven-
tion. After a year of challenging 
work finally able to get together 
and have some Fun. Our mem-
bership goal for 2023 was 1653, 
unfortunately we fell short of that 
goal by 160 members who did not 
pay their dues for 2023, For all 
those that paid this year Thank 
You. We still have more work to 
do, there are still many expired 
members who have not paid. We 
still have until the end of June to 
make our goal so please send in 
your dues. 
 
 As we close out the 2023 
Membership Year on June 30th 
and start our New Membership 
year on July 1st, please be an Ear-
ly Bird and send in your 2024 
Dues. This year any member that 
sends in their dues between July 
1st, 2023, and by October 1st, 
2023, will go into a drawing for a 
Free membership for 2025 Year. 
There will be three winners and 
the drawing will be at our Decem-
ber Meeting on the 1st Monday of 
the month at Post 129. Remember 
you got to be in it to win it. Good 
Luck to all. 
 
 We need all the help that we 
can get to help support all the 
great programs that The American 
Legion does for its Veterans, their 
Family Members, and the Com-
munity. Please support your Post 
and send in your Dues early. We 

need your help to support and 
maintain all the good things that 
makes us who we are 
“VETERANS STILL SERVING 
AMERICA.“ 
 
 Please do not forget the Buddy 
Check. I am asking all our Legion 
Family members to reach out to 
their fellow legionnaires and le-
gion family members to see if they 
are okay. If they need any help or 
just give them words of encour-
agement to help them get through 
these trying times. It is what we 
do, Veterans taking care of Veter-
ans. 
 
 We are Legion Family and To-
gether we will accomplish im-
portant things. Stay Safe and 
please do not forget BUDDY 
CHECK 
 
 Please let me know if there is 
some service that our Post or at 
the Department level can provide 
for you or if there is any reason 

that has kept you from renewing 
your Membership. Please contact 
me at rjg548@comcast.net or 732
-604-8326, The American Legion 
needs your support, Remember 
Membership is the life blood of 
The American Legion. 
 
 Remember: BE THE ONE to 
Break the Chain of Veterans Sui-
cide! 
 To ask a veteran in your life 
how they are doing. 
 To listen when a veteran needs 
to talk. 
 To reach out when a veteran is 
struggling. 
 It takes one to help save a vet-
eran’s life. You can be that one. 
 To learn more, go to 
       betheone.org 
 
For God and Country 
Rich Godfrey 
Department of New Jersey 
Membership Chairman 

Incoming Commander Ralph Moranz and officers for the 2023-2024 year. 
(Not all Officers pictured) 

Vice Commander Stan Bilicki being sworn in after his back surgery. 
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AUXILIARY 
MESSAGE 

 
 As of this writing we had our 
annual Wildwood convention, and 
everyone had a good time. During 
this time in Wildwood our own Li-
sa Mayer became the Department 
Chaplain, Congratulations Lisa, 
we are very proud of you and wish 
you much success in your jour-
ney. We also had a very good 
year for our poppy drive, and I 
wish to thank everyone who 
helped with our distributions. Our 
Installation was May 20th and I 

want to congratulate all the Unit 
Officers who were installed. They 
are: 
 
Pam Bowen – President 
Danielle DiBenedetto –  
  1st Vice President 
Shea Solliday – 
  2nd Vice President 
Carol Rutzler – Treasurer 
Patricia Corbin – Historian 
Lisa Mayer - Chaplain 
Shannon D’Ercole – Sgt. at Arms 
Jane Keeley - Secretary 
Marianne Kosakowski 
  Correspondent Secretary 
 

 Let each of us support each 
other and make this a successful 
and productive year! 
 
 Also, as of this writing we have 
lost two Auxiliary members. They 
are Margie Reynolds and Nancy 
Rubino, please let us keep them 
in our thoughts and our prayers, 
as well as their families. Let us 
also help our Auxiliary members 
who are sick, and who are recu-
perating. If you know of an Auxil-
iary member who would like to 
attend our meetings, but has trou-
ble getting here, offer assistance 
to them. One never knows what 
one can bring to our meetings. 
 
 If you need help with member-
ship, reach out to Carol Rutzler. 
We are moving into a new year 
with the Auxiliary. If you have any 
ideas for fund raising please come 
to our meetings and put it out to 
the Unit. You may be surprised by 
what can be done. May everyone 
have a safe and wonderful sum-
mer and congratulations to all who 
have graduated. May you have 
much success in your future en-
deavors. 
 
For God & Country  
Pam Bowen 
Unit President 

Pam Bowen and incoming officers for the 2023-2024 year. 

Thank you Mr. Ken Benner who donated and 
installed our new flagpole and flag in the picnic 

grove area by the Bunker Bar.  
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Joe Rutzler and incoming officers of SAL Squadron 129  

SAL MESSAGE 
 
Greetings Comrades! 
 
 Happy summer to everyone! 
Keeping busy here in our Squad-
ron. We are just coming off anoth-
er successful Memorial Day Pig 
Roast and BBQ. We had close to 
six hundred people in attendance, 
which is a record crowd. I would 
like to thank the entire legion fam-
ily who volunteered to help us that 
day. Legionnaires, Auxiliary, 
Sons, and Riders. We could not 
have done it without everyone 
that assisted. A true team effort! I 
would like to give an extra shout 
out to members of Brick Squad-
ron 348 who got there at the 
crack of dawn to start cooking the 
pigs. They are always there for 
us, and we will be for them as 
well for their upcoming events. 
 
 As we move into the heart of 
the summer, we are looking for-
ward to assisting in the upcoming 
events at our great Post. The 
Post will be running their annual 
Independence Day BBQ which 
will be on Saturday, July 1st and 
the legion riders will be having 
their annual County Western BBQ 
on Saturday, August 19th. Both 
these events start at 1pm and will 
be in the picnic grove. We would 
love to have as many Sons as 
possible come out to assist with 
these events as they did for ours! 
 
 We are also back from the 
Wildwood Convention, and we 
are starting a new "fiscal" year. 
The year runs from July 1st 
through June 30th so we are now 
in the 23-24 year which means 

the 2024 membership cards will 
arrive soon, which we will organ-
ize and start renewing again. 
Your 2023 cards are good 
through December 31st. It is im-
portant for our Squadron to get an 
early jump on 2024 membership 
as we are the largest squadron 
and need to get a quick jump on 
the new membership. More to 
come once we receive the cards. 
 
 On another note, this will be 
my last SOUNDOFF as I am now 
the outgoing Squadron command-
er. We had nominations and elec-
tion in April, and I am happy and 
proud to announce that Joe Rutz-
ler is the new Squadron com-
mander. Joe has been a member 
of our Squadron for many years 

and has held numerous officer 
positions within our great Squad-
ron. Joe is going to do a great job 
and will continue to keep our 
great Squadron on top. He has a 
great executive board and sup-
port system. Our next squadron 
meeting is on Wednesday, July 
12th at 7pm. I would love to see a 
great attendance to welcome Joe 
and I am looking forward to pass-
ing the gavel to him during that 
meeting. 
 
 In closing, I just want to say it 
has been an absolute pleasure 
being your Squadron commander 
for the last 6 years. We have had 
our ups and downs just like any-
thing else, but we have been very 
successful and each year our 

SAL Squadron 129 leadership presenting Post 129 Commander Pete 
Chafatelli with a gift at the Department of New Jersey Convention in 

Wildwood, New Jersey. 
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Squadron gets better and better. I 
have been blessed to have a 
great executive board and support 
system over the years. It is always 
a team effort and we have had, 
and will continue to have, great 
people in our system. I would also 
like to thank all the current and 
past officers of the Post, Auxiliary, 
Sons, and Riders for all their sup-
port over the years. Again, a true 
legion family effort. I will still be a 
member of the executive board 
this coming year and will be there, 
as always, to support the incom-
ing commander and everyone 
else. Be well and see you around 
the Post!  
 
For God & Country, 
 
Rocky Lucia 
Commander - Squadron 129 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHAPLAIN'S 

CORNER 
 
 Scripture says that we should 
give thanks with a grateful heart! 
Sometimes, however, we do not 
feel that thankful due to any num-
ber of circumstances surrounding 
us at that point in time...so how do 
we go about giving thanks? 
 
 Firstly, we are to be honest 
with ourselves and God about our 
present situation. We should real-
ize that he already knows about it 
however he likes to hear you and I 
talk to him about it. That is right 
“talk” to God! But he's God and I 
am just me you might say or 
think...yes you are right however 
scripture reflects on situations 

where God hears our words as if it 
were a prayer! 
 
 In one place in the bible a 
proud man was in the same place 
as some people who were not so 
proud of what they had done in 
life. 
 
 The proud man's prayer was 
one stating that he was not like 
those other people there and 
boasted about himself to God. 
 
 The humbled man simply said, 
“Lord forgive me for I am a sin-
ner.” 
 
 If I were to ask a simple ques-
tion like whose prayer, do you 
think God smiled and maybe even 
cried a tears joy for? You are right 
again, the humbled man who was 
down on his luck so to speak for 
any multitude of reasons! Maybe 
sickness in the family, a friend 
called home to be with God, a 
child going off to college or the 
military and of course the choice 
of some bad words at home with 
the one you love! 
 
 God hears all and sees all and 
wants to hear from us! Actions do 
speak louder than words so when 
the actions are done, come to 
God with words of how you feel 

and what you need help with...we 
all need help in times of life and 
more than that. 
 
 “We all need God” you can call 
me, and we can talk to God! 848-
210-3722... Tommy 
 
Tom Kraszewski 
Chaplain Post 129 
 
 
Tin Can Sailors meet at 
Post 129 on the 3RD 
Wednesday at 12 noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ocean County Memorial 
Chapter of the DAV meet 

at Post 129 the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month 

at 7 PM 
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RIDERS MESSAGE 
 
WOW! 
 
Where did Spring go? 
 
Summer is now here, and the Rid-
ers have been traveling through-
out the land. Attending several 
Events. To name a few, Music 
Fest Post 493, Gathering of the 
Chapters Post 253, Post 129 
American Legion Memorial Day 
Parade, American Legion Con-
vention Parade Wildwood & Not 
to forget weekly Sunday Morning 
Breakfast. 
 
Post 129 Riders want to Thank Dan 
& Crew from Robert Ott’s Landscap-
ing for completing the Installation 
and Sealing of the Memorial Pavers. 
Just in time for Memorial Day Week-
end. AWESOME JOB! Thank you! 
 
Riders enjoyed helping and attending 
the SAL Pig Roast. A Great time was 
had by All, given another opportunity 
to enjoy the American Legion Fami-
ly. 
 
Tuesday Evenings at the Bunker 
Bar have granted the opportunity 
to have Fun Times to enjoy a 
Beverage or two and enjoy a few 
rounds of Corn Hole. AMAZING 
competition and delight to cheer 
for everyone participating. Also, 
want to thank Joe for all his hospi-
tality at the Bunker Bar. Come on 
down and say Hello. 
 
 
Installation of Officers 

Ceremony was attended by sev-
eral Supporters THANK YOU! 
Congratulations To All the Elected 
Officers that make up the Ameri-
can Legion Family. I am looking 
forward to another great year of 
serving Post 129. Thank you for 
all your support in making our 
events successful. 
Enjoy your Summer! 

 
Mark your calendars. Hope to see 
All at the Country Western BBQ! 
 
 
For God & Country 
God Bless you All 
Cliff Johnson Director  
American Legion Riders Post 129 
 

Cliff Johnson and incoming officers of Post 129 Riders 
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Entertainment is scheduled from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Time, Venue, and band subject to change. 

JULY ENTERTAINMENT 
 
 
SATURDAY JULY 1ST  SOUND MATTERS 
 

 

FRIDAY JULY 7TH    JEFF FODOR 
 
SATURDAY JULY 8TH  JUKEBOX GOLD 
 

 

FRIDAY JULY 14TH   D J LOUIE 
 
SATURDAY JULY 15TH  NEW DAZE 

 

  FRIDAY JULY 21ST    SURECATS 
 
  SATURDAY JULY 22ND  LENNY DAVIS  
            BAND 
 

 

  FRIDAY JULY 28TH   PERFECT BLEND 
 
  SATURDAY JULY 29TH  AKA BAND 
 

 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 
AUXILIARY 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

BOARD/ 
TRUSTEE 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

RIDERS 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

S.A.L. 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

INDEPENDENCE 
DAY 

U.S.ARMY AIR 
CORPS 

ESTABLISHED 
(1926) 

Independence 
Day 

Picnic 
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AUGUST ENTERTAINMENT 
 
 
FRIDAY AUGUST 4TH  DANCE BAND 
 
 
SATURDAY AUGUST 5TH TERI CIERI BAND 
 

 

FRIDAY AUGUST 11TH  SOUND MATTERS 
 
 
SATURDAY AUGUST 12TH WILD ROSE 
 

 

 

  FRIDAY AUGUST 18TH   D J LOUIE 
 
  SATURDAY AUGUST 19TH RB EXPRESS 
 
 

  FRIDAY AUGUST 25TH  NO PROMISES 
 
 
  SATURDAY AUGUST 26TH WATERFRONT 

 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 
AUXILIARY 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

BOARD/ 
TRUSTEE 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

S.A.L. 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

 

RIDERS 
MEETING 

7 P.M. 

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES 
AND/OR CANCELLATIONS. 

UPDATED FLYERS ARE POSTED IN THE CANTEEN 

AIR FORCE 
DAY 

August 7, 1782 
 Purple heart medal established 

U.S. Coast 
Guard 

Established 
(1790) 

National 
Airborne 

Day 

National 
Aviation Day 

No 
 
 

BINGO 
 
 

During 
 
 

The 
 
 

Month 
 
 

Of 
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CANTEEN NEWS 
Eric Inauen 

 
 As the years fly by, we greet 
summer again with open arms.  It 
is a great time to kick back, relax 
and enjoy life.  What better place 
to do that than at American Legion 
Post 129?  We serve lunch and 
dinner 7 days a week (Mondays, 
only lunch).  To quench your 
thirst, our bartenders will be serv-
ing you with drinks from our stock 
of premium liquor.  For the beer 
drinkers, they will pour you one of 
our nine beers on tap or serve you 
one of our bottled beers.  We also 
serve Coors Lite and Heineken 
Zero non-alcoholic beer. 
 
 If you like it cool, we recom-
mend our air-conditioned Can-
teen.  If your’e more of an out-
doors man or woman, our outside 
Bunker Bar is the place for you.  
We change our drink specials 
every two weeks.  So, our dis-
counted drinks get discounted 
even more. 
 
 HORSESHOES: Under the 
leadership of Mike Feimer and 
Danny Szpyt, the Wednesday 
Night Horseshoe League with 18 
teams is doing extremely well.  
More teams seem to join every 
year.  A special thank you to Ed-
die Daniels and Jack Scavuzzo for 
redoing the horseshoe pits in 
making them regulation size.  
Danielle is always your bartender.  
She puts on the Mets and Yankee 
Games on our TV’s and plays the 
music that you like.  So, whether 
you are a player, a spectator or a 
person who just wants to enjoy 
the night with great company, stop 
down the Bunker Bar which opens 
at 5PM nightly. 
 
 CORN HOLE:  Corn Hole, 
which is run by Dale Hugo, is do-
ing much better since we moved it 
to 6PM, on Tuesday Night.  
Teams are randomly drawn each 
week, which gives everyone a 
chance to win.  The Riders, who 

have their Bike Nights on Tuesday 
Nights have also joined in on the 
fun.  The Riders have been pre-
paring their own food at the picnic 
grill.  So, stop down, check it out, 
try your luck and say Hi to Joe, 
your bartender. 
 
 BARBEQUE:  Get ready for 
the American Legion Riders Post 
129’s Annual Country BBQ.  The 
event will be held on Saturday, 
August 19, 2023, from 1PM to 
5PM (rain date August 20th).  Tick-
ets are $25 in advance and $30 at 
the door.  Kids ages 13 to 17 pay 
$15.  Children 12 and under are 
free.  Advance tickets are availa-
ble in the Canteen or by calling 
908-285-8713.  Sorry, there will 
be NO refunds. 
 
 Your ticket includes BBQ 
Chicken, Kabobs, Burgers, Hot 

Dogs, Corn on the Cob, Baked 
Beans, Salads, Soda, Water and 
draft beer (down at the Bunker 
Bar).  Entertainment will be pro-
vided by the E-BORO BANDITS.  
Proceeds from the event go to-
ward American Legion Charities. 
 
 As always, the Bar Committee 
would like to thank our Bartend-
ers, Robin, Lori, Danielle, Shea, 
Rocky, Carol Ann, Donna, Joe & 
Rob for the work they do.  Also, a 
shout out to Ed Rutzler, John 
Holterman, Ken Benner, Dale 
Harpe, Frank Del Nero and 
Claude Geraud for their help in 
the mornings which keeps the Bar 
looking good and running smooth-
ly. 
 
Remember, when you support 
Post 129, you support the great-
est Post in the USA. 
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 “By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was 
right, he usually has a son who thinks he is wrong.” 

Charles Wadsworth 
 

Happy Father’s Day  
 

The below poem is a simple, gentle reminder to always be your best self 
because you have a little person who thinks the world of you. 
 

A Little Fellow Follows Me 
 

A careful man I ought to be, 
A little fellow follows me. 

I dare not go astray, 
For fear he'll go the self-same way. 

 

I cannot once escape his eyes, 
Whatever he sees me do, he tries. 
Like me, he says, he's going to be, 

The little chap who follows me. 
 

He thinks that I am good and fine, 
Believes in every word of mine. 
The base in me he must not see, 

That little fellow who follows me. 
I must remember as I go, 

 
Thru summers' sun and winters' snow. 

I am building for the years to be, 
In the little chap who follows me. 

By: Rev. Claude Wisdom White, Sr. 
 

FINANCE 
 

 The Bad News:  Interest rates are high, consumers feel the sting, 
high mortgage rates are slowing the real estate market, and home fore-
closures are rising nationwide.   
 The Good News:  On the other hand, inflation cooled to 4% in May, 
the U.S. economy added 339,000 jobs last month, and you belong to 
Post 129. 
 
So here is what is going on with your money and our Strategic Plan. 

 
1. As the number one priority in the strategic plan, Post 129 has final-
ized a contract to restore the integrity of the west wall in the hall and 
renovate that part of the building.  The action plan will begin in late 
summer.  This action will not only prevent future repairs but will beautify 
our Post. 
 
2. In order to protect our reserves, some of the Posts money has been 
moved to another bank, and we are now receiving interest on those 
monies. 
 
3. As seen above, a watchful eye is being kept on the 

state of the economy in order to determine how it 
might affect our Post. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Ralph Wolff, Post 129, Finance Officer. 

Available on the Post 
website under 
ABOUT/ HISTORY 
tab. 



 

SUBMISSIONS can be emailed to: soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com  
      or via U.S. mail to: Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive, Toms River, NJ 08753. 
 

ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issues (1 year). 
 `     Single card $75.00  Double card $140.00. 
 

ON LINE AT  https://alpost129.org/soundoff-newsletter/ 

PUBLISHED  6 times per year 
 
DEADLINE   for the next issue (September- 
      October 2023)  is August 15. 
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