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COMMANDERS 
MESSAGE 

 
 Well the summer has come and 
gone! I hope everyone had a safe and 
healthy summer.  Unfortunately, due 
to the on-going COVID-!9 Crisis, not 
much has been going on at the 
Post.  We continue to have a limit of 
25% capacity in the can-
teen.  PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 
MASKS MUST BE WORN UPON EN-
TERING THE CANTEEN AND 
WHENEVER YOU GET UP AND 
WALK AROUND, NO EXCEP-
TIONS.  Know that this is not the 
Post's rules but that of our Governor, 
so please do not give the bartenders a 
hard time when they tell you to wear 
your mask.  We must continue to so-
cial distance as well, and no more 
than twenty-five (25) people will be 
allowed in the canteen at one time. 
 Do not forget to vote in November. 
 The holidays are fast approaching, 
and I hope that everyone has a safe 
and happy holiday season. 
 
For God and Country 
Ed Rutzler, Commander 
 
 

FINANCE OFFICERS 
MESSAGE 

 
 
WHEN THE GOING GETS 
TOUGH, LET THE TOUGH GET 
GOING! 
 
 “The ultimate measure of a man 
is not where he stands in moments 
of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands at times of chal-
lenge and controversy. “ MLK.  
This is your notice that the leader-
ship of Post 129 is gearing up for 
some tough times ahead.  With the 
up-tick in new cases of COVID 19, 
and stimulus money being held 

back, the expectation is that the 
need for support of our Veterans 
will begin to rise, and rise quickly. 
 
 One of the areas of need will be 
warm clothing and proper nutrition.  
Therefore Commander Rustler and 
State Chaplin Michael Schaffer are 
putting together a plan to have a 
coat giveaway on Veterans Day 
along with a hot meal, here at the 
post.  Times will be posted as 
soon as they are finalized. 
 
 The second initiative will be to 
distribute hot meals on Thanksgiv-
ing Day at the Post.  This distribu-
tion will be similar to the spring 
distribution.  All will be non-contact 
and done in the parking lot.  The 
times will be posted when final-
ized. 
 
 The finances of the Post are 
also being watched very closely.  
We are taking an extremely con-
servative approach.  All non-
essential spending has been 
stopped and all capital improve-
ments (unless an emergency) 
have been put on hold until the 
Post is allowed to reopen in full.  
The only exception is monies for 
our Veterans in Distress.   
 
 By the time you are reading 
this, you will have received a re-
quest to monetarily support your 
Post.  Our Post is the largest post 
in the state and we give so much 
back to our veterans and our com-
munity through activities at the 
Post.  The closing of the Post has 
put a damper on the amount of 
help we can offer so let us not be 
deterred from our mission any 
longer.  Now is the time to give to 
support the Post and help us help 
the less fortunate.   

Best in Health to everyone.   
 
 
Ralph E. Wolff 
 
 
Finance Officer, Post 129 

 
VICE COMMANDERS 

CORNER 
Gerd Trommer 
 
To all our legionnaire brothers and 
sisters, 
 A year like no other I think we 
will all agree. As you read this edi-
tion of the SOUNDOFF I hope that 
you are all healthy and safe. 
 As blood drive chairman I would 
like to update our members on the 
effort we made to help with the 
region blood drives. We had a 
most successful drive in July with 
57 pints donated which translates 
to saving 137 lives. The most ever 
in the history of our drives. The NY 
NJ BLOOD SERVICES organized 
this with the help of our Post 129. 
 Then again in August, a second 
drive resulted in an additional 45 
pints donated saving another 135 
lives. I would like to reach out to all 
those that helped with organizing 
these drives, especially our Com-
mander Ed Rutzler and Vice Com-
mander Ralph Moranz. 
 As a reminder to all, our Post 
129 will be teaming up with the 
RED CROSS for our annual blood 
drive on November 3rd from 2 to 7 
PM. We look forward to as many 
members as possible to make this 
drive the most successful yet. 
 So, please continue following 
the CDC Guidelines, mask and six 
feet. And most of all, stay safe for 
yourself and your family.  

SOUNDOFF 
November-December 2020 

George P. Vanderveer Post 129 American Legion 

George P. Vanderveer 
Post 129 American Legion 
(Established 1919) 
2025 Church Road 
Toms River, NJ 08753 
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LEGION  
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Dear American Legion Members, 
 
 I hope and pray that our Legion 
Family has fared well during these 
trying times. Hopefully, the Corona 
Virus is behind us and we can get 
back to a somewhat normal life. I 
know that we will get through this 
together. We are Legion Strong. 
 
 I am asking all of our Legion 
Family members to reach out to 
their fellow Legionnaires and le-
gion family members to see if they 
are okay and if they need any help 
or just give them words of encour-
agement to help them get through 
these trying times. It is called the 
Buddy Check and it is what we do, 
Veterans taking care of Veterans. 
 
 Thank you to all our Legion-
naires who have sent in their dues 
so far. As of this writing our num-
bers are at 1020 paid. We need 
600 more to make our goal so 
please send in your dues. We 
need your help so that we can 
continue to keep all our programs 
going and take care of our Veter-
ans and their Families. To help the 
Community in which we live and to 
help us to accomplish the many 
tasks facing The American Legion 
both at home and in Washington 
to help our Veterans and their 
Families. 
 
 I believe we are Legion Family 
and Together we will accomplish 
great things. Stay Safe and please 
do not forget BUDDY CHECK 
 
 Hoping that everyone has a 
blessed and safe Holiday Season 
Please let me know if there is 
some service that our Post or at 
the Department level can provide 
for you. If there is any reason that 
has kept you from renewing your 
Membership Please contact me at 
rjg548@comcast.net or 732-604-
8326, The American Legion needs 
your support, Remember, MEM-

BERSHIP IS THE LIFE BLOOD 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. 
 
For God and Country 
Rich Godfrey 
Department of New Jersey 
Vice Commander 
Membership Chairman 
 
 

 

 

 

AUXILIARY NEWS 
 Autumn 2020  has arrived. With 
it has come certain social allow-
ances but other restrictions remain 
during this pandemic. So our Aux-
iliary has once again adjusted ac-
cordingly. 
 
 Our annual School Supply 
Drive was another success under 
the auspices of our 2nd VP, An-
drea Ogden and Co-Chairman, 
Marianne Kosakowski. On August 
28th,  Andrea Ogden and I deliv-
ered 55 Back Packs, filled with 
numerous school items, to 5 local 
schools. Unlike previous years, we 
did not gather as a  group to pack 
the school supplies nor did we 
gather as a group to deliver the 
supplies. Still, the success of this 
year’s School Supply Drive is due 
to the donations from our Post 
Family even during a pandemic. 
We thank all who contributed to 
this much needed Drive.  
 
 On 9/19/20, we were able to 
hold our Fall Flea Market. Thanks 
to our Chairman Jacqueline 
McDyer for organizing it. It was a 
gorgeous day for an outside Flea 
Market. Thanks to all who support-
ed it. Also on 9/19/20, ten of us 
ALA Gals attended the Detach-
ment of NJ SAL Watchfire in Sea-
side Hts. As usual, it was a sol-
emn and meaningful POW/MIA 
Tribute.  

 
 On behalf of Unit 129, I want to 
thank Julie Sirico, Denise Holter-
man, Jan Maggi and Carol Hen-
dricksen for having the talent and 
taking the time to sew all the Face 
Masks, which our Unit has been 
selling. Each Face Mask is made 
of a patriotic pattern or a variety of 
color fabrics. We are selling them 
for the very reasonable price of 
$5.00 each. To all our 129 Post 
Family Members, I would ask that 
you please consider purchasing 
one (perhaps as a stocking stuff-
er). You may contact me if you are 
interested at my email address: 
msirishlam@hotmail.com. Your 
support would be greatly appreci-
ated.  
 
 Congratulations to Gavin No-
lan, the winner of this year’s 
LaVigne Grant. His Mother, Mary 
Nolan,  and Grandmother, Bernice 
Cloos, are Members of our Auxil-
iary Unit 129. Gavin has been a 
SAL Junior Member of Post 129 
for 15 years. Gavin has volun-
teered his time to assist our Auxil-
iary with our various Events over 
the years.  Gavin is definitely goal-
oriented. In addition, to his school 
curriculum and volunteerism, he 
has a part-time job. I have no 
doubt that he will excel in his col-
lege courses and be successful in 
his future endeavors.  A well- de-
served winner! 
 
 Thanks to our Ways and 
Means Chairman, Bernice Cloos, 
for supervising our Raffle Fund-
raiser. From the time we finally 
received the license, we only had 
3 weeks to sell the Raffle Tickets. 
Congratulations to the 4 winners. 
More importantly, thanks to all 
Auxiliary Members, who volun-
teered to sell the Raffle Tickets, 
and to everyone who purchased a 
ticket(s). This Raffle was a suc-
cess for our Unit and the support 
from our Post Family is greatly 
appreciated.  
 
 Our Membership Renewal 
Drive is still underway. Carol Rutz-



American Legion Post 129  SOUNDOFF Page 3 

ler is our Membership Chairman. 
Your support is needed and your 
prompt Membership Renewal will 
be greatly appreciated. So please 
send your payment (made payable 
to ALA Unit 129) to The Post, at-
tention Carol Rutzler. 
 Our Poppy Drive is still under-
way. We are still asking our Mem-
bers, as well as our Post 129 
Family, to please consider sup-
porting our Poppy Drive. For any 
Member and Post Family Member, 
who would like to contribute to our 
Poppy Drive, please contact our 
Poppy Chairman, Pamela Bowen 
at her email address: bowenpame-
la23@yahoo.com.  
 
 Please note, due to Covid-19 
restrictions, our annual Veterans 
Thanksgiving Dinner has been 
cancelled. Our Fall Craft and Ven-
dor Fair has also been cancelled. 
But we are hopeful that we will be 
able to have a Spring 2021 Craft 
and Vendor Fair, along with a 
Spring 2021 Gift Auction. We will 
keep you posted! 
 
 Our Children’s Christmas Party 
will be a Drive By this year. Our 
1st VP, Laurinda Miller, will pro-
vide flyers with the necessary in-
formation, date and time. While we 
won’t be celebrating our Children’s 
Christmas Party like we have in 
the past, Christmas time is still a 
celebration time even during a 
pandemic. Therefore, we have 
adjusted to our circumstances and 
restrictions. So please sign your 
children/grandchildren up for our 
“Children’s Christmas Party Drive 
By”.  
 
 The annual USO Cookie Drive 
has been altered this year. Instead 
of cookies, they are requesting 
Gift Cards from Shop Rite, Stop & 
Shop, Walmart, Target, VISA etc. 
(any donation amount is appreciat-
ed). If you care to donate, I will be 
at The Post on Monday, 11/9/20 
between 6pm -7pm to accept 
these Gift Cards. Otherwise, email 
me to make other arrangements.  
 

 Our Unit 129 has resumed hav-
ing our monthly meetings. Our 
next meeting will be held on Mon-
day, 11/9/20 @ 7pm. Face Masks 
are required.  
 
 By now, every member of our 
Post Family 129 has received a 
letter from our Commander, Ed 
Rutzler. We are family. We are in 
these difficult & financially hard 
times together. So please consider 
contributing as requested by Com-
mander Ed.  
 
 Since we are in a continuation 
year, I remain hopeful and optimis-
tic that our ALA Unit 129 will have 
the opportunity to celebrate our 
American Legion Auxiliary 100 
Year Birthday in a fun-filled man-
ner. In the meantime, I want to 
wish Post Family 129 and your 
families a Blessed Thanksgiving, 
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays 
and a Happy & Healthy New Year. 
May God continue to keep us all 
healthy and safe.   
 
For God and Country, 
Lisa A. Mayer 
President Unit 129 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDERS MESSAGE 
 
 Brothers and Sisters as the 
cooler riding weather is on us I 
would like to invite anyone to 
come up with a Ride of your 
choice to a fun place for lunch 
breakfast or any other reason. As 
the weather cools make sure to 
check your air pressure and bun-
dle up. It was our Honor as Riders 
to escort Vincent Marketta on his 
final ride to Doyle. His family was 
very thankful. I would also like to 
thank the Riders who stepped up 
to volunteer for Sign Up shifts at 
the Bunker Bar. Thank You all. 
Our next meeting will be on Mon-
day November 23rd at 7:00pm. 
Hope to see you all, until then 
keep the shinny side up and God 
Bless. 
 
For God and Country 
Pete Chafatelli 
President 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
The CoVID19 pandemic has undoubtedly impacted our communities. 
The seniors have been hit especially hard. The need for our services 
has never been greater. With the state slowly beginning to open, our 
services are quickly moving back to full capacity. Our office receives 
over 100 calls a day from people who need help.  We are in need of vol-
unteers. Only 30% of our volunteer force is currently available.  
 
Answer our call to Action for volunteers to help homebound seniors gro-
cery shop and get to and from medical appointments. All services have 
new safety guidelines in place and PPE is available for all volunteers. It 
has never been easier to volunteer. Check out our website- care-
givervolunteers.org to sign up for a virtual information session or to sign 
up.  
 
Megan O'Keefe, MA, MBA 
Executive Director 
Caregiver Volunteers of Central Jersey 
67 Route 37 West, Riverwood Plaza 2 
Toms River, NJ  08755 
732.505.2273, ext 206 
www.caregivervolunteers.org 
facebook.com/caregivervolunteers and facebook.com/caregivercanines 
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Dear Member, WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 
  The COVID-19 Virus has taken thousands of lives and thousands of families have suffered the 
losses of their loved ones throughout New Jersey.  This is no different with our Legion Family at 
Post 129.  The Legion Family’s hearts and prayers go out to all our Legionnaires, Auxiliary Mem-
bers, Sons of the American Legion (SAL) and Rider Members, who have suffered. 
 
 Since we were abruptly shut down at 8PM, on March 16th, 2020, our bills remained the same.  
The Post has taken a substantial financial hit during the disastrous 6-month shutdown.  There 
was absolutely ZERO income for the Post during this time.  The Canteen, Bunker and Bingo 
were shut down.  All Hall events and meetings were cancelled.  Bingo is still shut down and will 
not open-up until January. We Hope. 
 
 For those of you who have paid your dues early, we thank you.  We think what you need to 
know is that the National, State and County Organizations grab $28.50 of your $45.00 in dues.  
That leaves Post 129 only $16.50 per Member.  As you can see, your dues were never meant to 
sustain the Post alone. 
 
 On the tightest of budgets, the cost to maintain the Post comes to a whopping $30,000.00 per 
month. Your Budget Committee has met several times and has cut costs in every department.  
Even after the cuts, we still are looking at a $27,500.00 deficit for the year. 
 
 With this looming deficit, we have no choice but to ask our Legion Family Members and 
Friends to step up and become heroes in saving the Post.  Our goal is to raise $30,000.00. 
 
 In the past, we requested donations for our Children & Youth and your heroic response has 
been fantastic.  Even during the COVID-19 shutdown, we continued to distribute food to our 
needy Members through our “Need To Feed” Program, because it was the moral and right thing 
to do.  Now the Post is in need, so we are asking you to be a hero again and give what you can.  
No amount is too small. 
 
I am thanking you in advance for your donation to HELP SAVE YOUR POST,  
 
Your Commander, Ed Rutzler 

Name (Print)______________________________ 

Address _________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_____________________________ 

Membership #   ___________________________ 

Email ___________________________________ 

Phone # _________________________________ 
 

I would like to make a donation to help my Post in 

the amount of $___________________________ 

 

 

 

      WAYS TO DONATE 

   I have enclosed a check payable to: 

   American Legion Post 129 

(Mail To: 2025 Church Road, Toms River NJ 08753) 

 

Online at:   www.alpost129.org    Post Website 

Credit Card #_____________________________ 

Code____________Exp. Date_______/________ 

Signature________________________________  

CUT OR COPY 
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Mary Ann Adams 
Antonio Albanese 
John R. Alfano 
Gilbert Alper 
Chris Armstrong 
Doris Arzt 
Mark Attias 
Linda Barbalinardo 
Donald H. Barger 
Anthony Barlowski 
Loraine Bartell 
Dan Beckner 
Ken Benner 
Joseph M. Berardo 
Renee Berube 
Beverly Bloomfield 
Ron Bogota 
Ernest Borghese 
Jim Brandes 
Carl Brignola 
Louis S. Brooker Jr. 
Ronald Brooks 
Evelyn Buray 
Merrilee Burd 
Christine Byrne 
Maryanne Cameron 
Francis G. Canning 
Woodrow Carnes 
Frank Carney 
Thomas Ceci 
Adolph R. Cella Jr. 
Stanley Checkowski 
Robert Chesnowitz 
David Clark 
Richard F. Clark 
Eugene F. Clause 
Richard Cohan 
Orin Cohen 
James Colleran 
Michael Comer 
Bill Coon 
Lance R. Cornelius 
Andy Corti 
Frank Cotton 
Joe Coughlin 
Colin Cumming 
Vito M. Cutrone 
Richard Davis 
George Dabinett 
William Davison 
Michael DeAngelis 
Daniel Declet 

Howard & Susan DeGeorge 
Louis DeMarco 
James De Staso Jr. 
Benjamin Diamante 
Alberto Dianda 
Robert & Deborah Dieckmann 
Richard Dinan 
Alfredo DiNuzzo 
Lee Dippold 
John DiRocco 
John & Bunny Dockiewicz 
John Donohue 
Phil Donohue 
John Doonan 
Tim Dowd 
John Dowling 
Richard Draudt 
Edwin L. Dunn 
George J. Eitel 
James D. Elliot 
Kenneth Ernst 
Frank Farrell 
Thomas R. Finelli 
Robert Flanagan 
Bill Frank 
Joan Futterer 
John W. Funk 
Aiden Gmitter 
Robert Goodyear 
Patricia A. Gorka 
Melvin J. Grevstad 
Bob Grimm Real Estate 
Walter E. Green 
Arthur M. Grembowicz 
Michael Gunther 
Uwe Gymnich 
Robert & Grace Gynn 
Conrad L. Hagemann 
Mayor Greg Handshy 
Donald Hannon 
Alfred Harbord 
Glenn Harrington 
Kenneth & Wanda Hart 
Douglas & Jane Hartsell 
James & Sue Harvey 
Barry D. Hayberg 
George Heppler 
Erich G. Herkloz 
SSG. Joe & Nora Herbert 
Bartley A. Hill 
James Hogan 
Barry Homyack 

George Howell 
Eugene H. Imbriale 
Eric & Linda Inauen 
Lenny & Renee Inzerillo 
David C. Jacobs 
Bob & Denise Joerg 
Donald M. Jupa 
Jacques Karczmer 
Al Karpinski 
Robert C. Keating 
LtCol Thomas F. Kelaher 
John Kemmerer 
Dorothy E. Kendall 
Lester Kennett 
David Kessler 
Bernard Kibitlewski 
Elizabeth Kilmurray 
Mike & Linda Kilmurray 
Charles Kleespie 
Steve Klusas 
Ed Kwityn 
Evelyn Landinez-Sharp 
John Langenbacher 
Steve Lieberman 
David Locke 
John Love 
James A. Lucchesi 
John Macri 
Horace Madrid 
Charles W. Magahan 
Paul Manegold 
John Mangieri 
Gail Marciniak 
Nicholas Martino 
Robert Marut 
Robert & Susan Mauro 
Lisa Mayer 
Eugene Mazza 
Joseph F. McGowan 
John J. McGuire 
Eveann McNicholas 
Thomas J. Meehan III 
Joseph Meyer Jr. 
Richard Middleton 
Peter Midgley 
Andrew Milligan Jr. 
Thomas Milliziano 
Hervey J. Mobus Jr. 
John Molloy 
Louis Morbelli 
Dennis Morton 
 

Post 129 would like to thank and recognize all of our members and friends who donated to 
‘HELP SAVE THE POST’. You are the true heroes. 

(continued page 6) 
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Ralph A. Moscatello 
Gerard M. Mulligan 
Mary & Michael Nagel 
Anthony Nascimento 
Milton Nicholson 
John Nicotra 
Louis A. Nigro 
Dan Nolan 
Lynda & Runkel Nolan 
Raymond Norman 
Vincent Noto 
Pat Obdyke 
T. O’Donnell 
Barbara Oesterle 
Nat Origlio 
Modesto Ortiz 
Robert W. Painter 
Ronald C. Parent 
Michael J. Pastula 
Oliver Pelkey Jr. 
Bonnie R. Peterson 
William (Bill) Peterson 
John T. Phander 
Jay F. Pierson 
Edward A. Popek 
Leo Paznanski 
Louis Pratola 
John & Kathy Pusterla 

Ed Rainer 
Richard J. Ramos 
Clifford C. Robbins 
Louise M. Rossi 
John Row 
Michael Ruhl 
Thomas M. Rulka 
Ed & Carol Rutzler 
Dennis P. Ryan 
Anthony Sabatini 
Ed & Ruth Anne Sain 
Joseph Salmon 
William Salmon 
John P. Salvatore 
Michael & Ellen Schaffer 
Thomas Schnackenberg 
Edward Schneider 
Donna Schwartz 
William Schwartzbach 
Andrew T. Slinchak 
Edward Smith 
Larry D. Smith 
Steven Smith 
Michael R. Smoyak 
Jim Sneddon 
Wayne Snow 
Sons of the American Legion 
(SAL) 

Ann Stabile 
John Stabile 
Fred Stankiewicz 
Charles E. Staugaitis 
George W. Strasle 
Robert Strauss 
Frank Stuper 
Thomas Surace 
Herman Szeker 
John Taylor 
Gerd Trommer 
George Truppi 
Brian Unice 
Francis Viggiano 
Nicholas Vignevic 
Ronald P Voicheck 
Thomas F. Wall 
Henry Wapelhorst 
Margaret Warner 
Michael J. Warren 
Robert Wasilick 
Norman Weed 
Heinz G. Wildermuth 
James & Dorothy Williams 
Ralph Wolff 
Sigmond Zsoldus III 
 
(donations received as of October 18, 2020) 

PUBLISHED  6 times per year  
DEADLINE   for the next issue (January-February 2021) is 
      December 15. 
SUBMISSIONS can be e-mailed to: 
      soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com  
      or via U.S. mail to:  
      Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive, 
      Toms River, NJ 08753. 
EVENTS   send your events for the calendar to 
      Bob Scheiderman at: knottoday@verizon.net  
ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issue    
      (1year). Single card $75.00 
         Double card $140.00. 
ON LINE AT  http:/soundoffalpost129.wix.com/soundoff 

Post 129 would like to thank and recognize all of our members and friends who donated to 
‘HELP SAVE THE POST’. You are the true heroes. 

Ocean County Memorial Chap-
ter of the DAV meet at Post 129 

the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month at 7 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tin Can Sailors meet at Post 
129 on the 3RD Wednesday at 
12 noon. 

If you can, add your name to the list, no donation is too small. 
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 CANTEEN NEWS 
Eric Inauen 

 
 At this time, it is difficult to 
write about upcoming events 
since State Leadership has not 
stated or indicated when they will 
increase inside seating capacity. 
As of October 15th, there will be 
NO Annual New Year's Eve Par-
ty, NO Army-Navy Game Party, 
NO POW Christmas Tree Light-
ing, NO Veterans' Day Celebra-
tion, NO Christmas Parties, NO 
Bingo, NO Hall Events and the list 
goes on and on. 
 
 If seating in our facility does 
increase, then we may be able to 
hold some of the events listed. 
When this occurs, we will reach 
out to everyone on our Facebook 
Page and our Website. 
 
 In the meantime, Commander 
Ed Rutzler, the Bar Committee, 
and our daily volunteers have not 
sat by idlily. Trying to anticipate 
changing rules and orders has 
become one of the toughest chal-
lenges since we opened the Post. 
We would like to thank all our 
Members for abiding by the rules 
when they visit the Post. 
 
 So, what has been done? The 
plan is to keep the Bunker Bar 
open through November in the 
evenings during the week, and 
during the day and evening on 
Saturday & Sunday. Because of 
the improvements we made last 
year, we now have heat and clear 
plastic roll-downs, so our Mem-
bers and their Guests will not 
freeze. Since our water lines have 
been blown out, we have come 
up with alternative methods to 
keep the Bunker functional. 
 
 If the State increases inside 
seating to 50%, we will be able to 
have a total of 50 (Members and 
Guests) in the Canteen and a to-
tal of 112 (Members and Guests) 
in the Hall. Entertainment would 
be moved into the Hall on Friday 

and Saturday Night when the Hall 
is not rented out. We will keep 
everyone informed monthly. Any 
Questions? Call the Post or check 
us out on Facebook. 
Remember, this will occur ONLY 
if the State goes to 50% capacity. 
Tables will be 6 feet apart and 
masks must be worn if you are 
NOT seated. 
 
 What is new in the Canteen? 
We 're glad you asked. We have 
Bud Lite on tap. We continue to 
offer drink specials. Our bartend-
ers have improved our famous 
Pumpkin Potion Martini. It is 
made with CROP Organic Pump-
kin Spice Vodka, Fulton Pumpkin 
Cream Liqueur, and other secret 
ingredients that only our bartend-
ers know. 
 
 Speaking of our bartenders, 
we would be remiss if we did not 
mention the great job that they do 
even under adverse conditions.  
Thank you, Warren, Robin, Lori, 
Danielle, Shea, Joe, Elena, Gina, 
and Robert for the job you do. 
 
 The Bar Committee would like 
to acknowledge Vice Commander 
Pete Chafatelli for contacting 
Mark's HVAC LLC, 3118 Madison 
Ave., Toms River, for donating 
two motors for our Canteen beer 
coolers. Thank you Pete for in-
stalling them. We would like to 
thank Ralph Wolff for donating a 
portable A/C unit and   heating 
unit for the Bunker Bar to help 
keep the Bartenders toasty. Also, 
thanks to our plumber, Brian Ed-
wards, for fixing the plumbing in 
the Canteen bathroom.  Thanks, 
Digger for setting up the portable 
heater in the Bunker. 
 

  
 Bunker News: Amazingly, the 
truce between the Post and the 
Varmints has been holding. The 
varmints requested we quarantine 
a Squirrel who hitched a ride from 
a Member who now resides in 
Maryland (See Photo). They also 
warned us of their annual Nut 
Breaking and Throwing competi-
tion. They advised us to keep our 
tents and umbrellas up as nuts 
rain down from the treetops. If 
you are in the Bunker, you are 
safe. 
 
 Some Members were con-
cerned that they might be tossed 
from the treetops. The bartenders 
advised these Members that, alt-
hough highly qualified, they would 
not be utilized in this year's com-
petition. Additional reports to fol-
low. 
 
 Remember, when you support 
Post 129, you SUPPORT THE 
GREATEST POST IN THE USA.  
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Grenada 
Campaign 
Ended (1983) 
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Somalia 
Campaign 
Began (1992) 

War Declared on 
Japan (1941) 

Germany and 
Italy Declared 
War on U.S. 
(1941) 

Iraq War 
Ended 
(2011) 

Panama 
Campaign 
Began (1989) 

At the time of this publication there 
is no entertainment scheduled.  As 

soon as we can get back to normal we 
will keep you informed.  Stay tuned! 
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Thank you 

Fulfill has experience a 40% spike in the demand for food since the coronavirus 
pandemic hit the Jersey Shore in mid-March.  Since then, Fulfill has served more 
than 2.2 million additional meals in Monmouth and Ocean Counties over the same 
period last year to meet the dire need. 
 
(from FOOD FOR THOUGHT fall 2020 Fulfill newsletter) 



Page 11 SOUNDOFF American Legion Post 129  

SAL MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear brothers of the SAL,  
 
 Here we are going into the winter 
months. Not much has changed. We 
are still at 25% capacity at the Post 
and moving along. I am trying to be 
optimistic that the government of 
New Jersey will up the occupancy 
percentage so we can hold 
our annual Army Navy Game party 
on December 12th and our annual 
POW/MIA tree lighting service on 
the 5th. I will send emails out to 
membership regarding those events 
if they happen once we get closer. 
 Other than that, we are still work-
ing hard along with the Auxiliary and 
Legion Riders to support our great 
Post. 
 The main focus is still on mem-
bership. We need everyone’s help to 
renew as well as bring in new mem-
bers. January 1st your 2020 card will 
no longer be honored. Please renew 
and get your 2021 cards as that will 
help us financially to stay alive and 
support our post and in turn our vet-
erans. You can renew at the post, 
via mail or online at 
www.salpost129.com. The dues are 
$25 and under 18 is $20. Did you 
know if you’re a member you can 
sign up your children or grandchil-
dren regardless of their age? Yes 
you can! So why not get them 
signed up as a member of our 
Squadron or the Auxiliary! Many kids 
think it’s cool to have a membership 
card and even attend a meeting! Our 
meetings are on the second 
Wednesday of every month at 7pm. I 
would love to see new faces at our 
meetings. 
 I hope everyone is safe and 
healthy and I would like to wish eve-
ryone a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year. This year has been 
very difficult for many of us and I 
pray that we turn the corner and get 
on the road back to normal times.  
 
For God & Country, 
Rocky Lucia 
Commander, SAL Squadron 129 
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MESSAGE FROM 
SERVICE OFFICER / 
STATE CHAPLAIN 

 
 Brothers and sisters as a na-
tion we are still suffering under 
the shadow of Covid with no real 
end in site.  I know many of you 
are suffering with the fear of the 
unknown and now that winter is 
approaching and we will be forced 
to spend more time indoors we 
will feel even more isolated.  Now 
is the time to make a list of your 
friends, names, address, 
birthdates, and stay in contact. I 
have actually started sending sim-
ple note cards, writing note, and 
surprising people with something 
to look forward to in the mailbox 
and it will give you something to 
do! 
 
 Need Food!  Starting in a cou-
ple of weeks we hopefully will be 
having the return of the FREE 
WAWA sandwiches on Friday af-
ternoons, keep checking on Face-
book. 
      
 Also pay attention we will be 
working with Electrical Local 400 
on a coat drive for veterans! 
      
 We will also be working with “A 
NEED WE FEED” to supply 
Thanksgiving Dinners to veterans 
in need, we may need drivers on 
Thanksgiving Day. 
      
 We also had the opportunity to 
help a member pay both his elec-
tric and gas bill and keep the ser-
vices on for his family. 
      
 As the State Chaplain I assist-
ed with the funeral service of Vin-
cent Marketta he was a highly 
decorated, multi-tour, special op-
erations Staff Sergeant in the 
United States Army, from Brick, 
killed in a training accident. I want 

to thank the Legion Riders from 
129/348 and Rolling Thunder for 
spending over 8 hours on a multi-
town escort from Manchester to 
Brick and then out to General 
Doyle. 
      
 I was Blessed to present the 
Legion Ritual for 
John Polocastro a Korean war 
vet. A 33-year retired firefighter 
and a PUFL member, at St. Pe-
ter's Catholic Church, in Point 
Pleasant. 
      
 I hope you all have the best 
possible holiday season, it is very 
important now to stay in touch, 
reach out, send cards, call family 
and friends.  Make this the best 
holiday you can!  
 

Love you all be blessed   
 
John 1-13/16 
 
Michael Schaffer 
State Chaplain 
Department of New Jersey 
P.P.C. 
George P. Vanderveer Post 129 
2025 Church Road 
Toms River N.J. 08753  
732 255 9250 office 
732 685 7768  cell 
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SUPPORT THOSE 

 
WHO SUPPORT US! 

Thursdays Doors 
Open 5 p.m. 

 
Play starts 7 p.m. 

 



Pioneer Painting & Decorating LLC 
Residential  -  Commercial  -  Churches 

908-902-4117 

 Active Member and Supporter 
      American Legion Post 129 

 I Hire And Refer Veteran Small 
      Business Trades and Professionals 

 Support Your Veterans - Hire And 
      Buy American And We All Work 

 Kitchen Cabinet Refurbishing 
   Stain or Paint 

 Featured In Home And Garden Magazine 

 30 Years In Business 

 Honest-Professional-Reasonable 

 “It’s A Matter Of Trust” 

 Veteran US Navy 
Michael Dolan—Owner 

 
 
 
 
 

908-902-4117 

OZANE  PEST  SERVICES 



Navy Veteran  
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