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COMMANDER’S
MESSAGE
I hope everyone is well and
staying safe. I would like to update you on what has been going
on during the Post’s shutdown
during the Pandemic. As you may
know, we have been distributing
food and care packages to those
members in need on Tuesdays
and Thursdays under the direction of Ralph Wolff. Thank you
Ralph for all your hard work in
organizing this and for all who
came out to help us on Tuesday
and Thursday nights to distribute
food.
I would like to let everyone
know that the Post has been professionally sanitized and hand
sanitizers were installed outside
all the restrooms and by all the
doors. In anticipation of our reopening once we get the OK from
the Governing Body and the
A.B.C.
By the time you receive this
Sound Off, the Bunker Bar will
have opened with certain regulations in place. SOCIAL DISTANCING will be enforced and
must be adhered to if we want the
Bunker Bar to remain open. So,
we ask that everyone please
abide by these regulations. As of
the writing of this message, there
is no word on when we will be
able to open the Canteen.
Also I would like to let the
members know that because we
were not able to have our Election
of Officers because of the Covid19 we will be holding them the
meeting in September on Tuesday the 8th being Monday the 7th
is a Labor Day. Nominations are

closed. They are as follows: Commander Ed Rutzler; Vice Commanders are; Ralph Moranz, Pete
Chafatelli, Gerd Trommer, and
Carl Brignola; Finance Ralph
Wolff; Historian Jerry Rigano; Sgt.
At arms Stan Bilicki; Chaplain
Mike Schaffer. Trustee nominations are David Corbin, Frank Del
Nero, Mike Dolan, Laura Bailey,

John Byrne, Eric Inauen, Russ
Gurney, John Hammond, Ken
Benner, and Paul Wnek. Trustees
will need a vote as we only need
nine.
Again, I hope all is safe and well.
For God and Country,
Ed Rutzler, Commander
Post 129

Commander Ed Rutzler presents Kim Guadagno, CEO of Fullfill, with a
check from Post 129 during food distribution on May 19, 2020

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/groups/post129/

WEBSITE: https://alpost129.org/
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LEGION
MEMBERSHIP
Dear American Legion Members,
I hope and pray that our Legion
Family has fared well during these
trying times. Hopefully, the Corona
Virus is behind us and we can get
back to a somewhat normal life. I
know that we will get through this
together. We are Legion Strong.
I am asking all of our Legion
Family members to reach out to
their fellow legionnaires and legion
family members to see if they are
okay and if they need any help or
just give them words of encouragement to help them get through
these trying times. It is called the
Buddy Check. It is what we do,
Veterans taking care of Veterans,
in checking our roster.
I noticed that there are still
many members (188) that have
not paid their dues for 2020. Our
New Membership year starts July
1st for 2020-2021. I did want to let
you know that we are counting
very much on your continuing as a
member of our Post. You are very
important to us and if we are to
accomplish the many tasks facing
The American Legion both at
home and in Washington to help
our Veterans and their Families as
well as the Community we live in,
we need your help.
Our Post has been shut down
for three and a half months now
no activities, no Canteen, no
source of income to help us to
continue all the good things that
we do for our Veterans and their
Families. I am asking all Members
to please send in their Dues for
2021. We need your help so that
we can continue to help our Veterans their Families and the Community where we live.
I honestly believe we are Legion Family and Together we will
accomplish great things. Stay
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Safe and please do not forget
BUDDY CHECK
Please let me know if there is
some service that our Post or at
the Department level can provide
for you or if there is any reason
that has kept you from renewing
your Membership Please contact
me at rjg548@comcast.net or 732

-604-8326, The American Legion
needs your support, Remember
Membership is the life blood of
The American Legion.
For God and Country
Rich Godfrey
Department of New Jersey
Vice Commander
Membership Chairman

American Legion Post 129
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AUXILIARY NEWS
By the time this issue comes out, the 2019-2020
year will be over. But unlike last year, I won’t be reporting about our annual Convention in Wildwood.
Like so many other things that we planned on during
the past 3 months, our American Legion Auxiliary
100 Year Celebration Convention was cancelled.
Instead, we will be celebrating our 100 years next
year.
Still, we had a successful year through February.
Our Annual School Drive was a huge success last
summer. Our 2nd VP, Andrea Ogden will be heading
up this year’s school drive too. We hope everyone in
our Post Family will consider donating to this much
needed and worthy Project. We will keep you posted
on when we will commence with this year’s School
Supply Drive.
Our Flea Markets, Psychic Fair, Craft & Vendor
Fair are part of our money-making Events. We had
success with each of them this past year. This coming year, due to Covid-19, more than ever, we need
the support of our Members and our Post Family.
As you are aware, our annual Spring Gift Auction
was originally postponed until August 9, 2020. It has
been postponed again. We will keep you posted on
our “Game Plan.”
Our annual Poppy Drive was also postponed. But
we anticipate distributing Poppies during the summer
months. Volunteers will be needed. So please consider donating some of your time when we post a
schedule.
Our annual Vets BBQ and annual Thanksgiving
Dinner were both very successful this past year. Our
Nursing Home Veterans thoroughly enjoy a day out
and spending it with us. However, due to Covid-19,
our July 31, 2020 Veterans BBQ has been cancelled.
It is anticipated that our annual Thanksgiving Dinner
in November 2020 will also be cancelled. But rest
assure, we are anticipating putting both of these
awesome Events for our Nursing Home Veterans
back on the calendar next year.
Congratulations to Unit 129 on winning The American Legion Auxiliary Department of NJ - Dottie Tupper Trophy and the Golden Award.
Thanks to our Members, who have donated their
time, talents or made donations to our Covid-19 Relief Project. The Face Masks to the numerous Nursing Homes etc, our donations to Community Medical
Center, the phone calls to check on Members and
the shopping for neighbors have been greatly appreciated.
The following is a list of our Incoming Officers. I
look forward to working with each during the Incoming 2020-2021 Year:
Lisa A. Mayer Laurinda Miller -

President
1st Vice President

Andrea Ogden –
Carol Rutzler –
Pamela Bowen Shannon D’Ercole Dottie Abercrombie Jane Keeley –
Donna Schwartz –
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2nd Vice President
Treasurer
Historian
Sgt. At Arms
Chaplain
Secretary
Correspondence Secretary

In closing, I want to thank Commander Ed, Commander Rocky and President Pete for a harmonious
year. It was a pleasure working with each of you. I
believe that in our 2020-21 year, it will be even more
imperative that our Post Family works together so
that we can all realize a successful year.
To our Unit 129 Members, it has been an honor
representing you as your President. Although the
year was cut short because of the Virus, I want you
to know that your attendance at our monthly meetings and/or volunteering at our various Events and/or
supporting our Events has been greatly appreciated.
Like so many of us, I look forward to The Post being re-opened for indoor and outdoor gatherings. In
the meantime, stay healthy and safe. Enjoy your
summer.
For God and Country,
Lisa A. Mayer
President Unit 129
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SERVICE OFFICERS
REPORT
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a 14day incubation time you need
to monitor
yourself every day. Take your
temperature, know the symptoms
be safe and keep others safe.

What an interesting couple of
months, there is so much going on
I am actually starting this report on God bless…
Michael Schaffer
Wednesday May 6th so I do not
forget anything. The first thing I
have to do is give a shout out to
the core “food team”
Ed Rutzler - Post Commander
Ray Miller - P.D.C. – Rider
Rocky Lucia - Commander of the Sons of the Legion — Rider
Bobby Jorge - Bar Manager - Past Commander of the Sons — Rider
Pete Chaffetelli - Post Vice Commander — Rider President
Ralph Moranz - Bingo Manager — Trustee
Ralph Wolff - Post Finance Officer
Additional support:
Dave Corbin - PPC - DEC—Rider
Frank Stack - PPC
Robert “Ace” Cannon
We would arrive at the post 2
hours before distribution time to
receive, store, pack and bag items
for distribution, set up the distribution area, distribute the food,
clean up and break down and
prep for the next distribution day.
In addition there were other members of the Legion who came out
when they could depending on
their schedules,
To an individual who we cannot
thank enough, Mr. Ralph Wolff, he
was the scrounge, every command had one, the guy that could
find anything you may need, he
was the gentleman who singlehanded had every item we needed delivered to the post, a monumental task that served and saved
hundreds of people in the Toms
River area. Thank you Ralph!
It is now May 22, and I am
back to the report, what an amazing 3 weeks this has been great
service, great friendship and we
are getting it done.
Well it looks like we will be
opening soon I cannot stress
enough the need for caution and
concerns for others, this is not
over, there is no vaccine, and with

American Legion Post 129

Many members went above and
beyond the call of duty distributing food. These are veterans
and that’s what we do.

American Legion Post 129
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SAL MESSAGE
Greetings everyone!
Well, in a million years I didn’t
imagine myself in the middle of
June writing this still being in the
pandemic. But, here we are. It’s
been a very difficult and trying
time for many of us, but we try to
persevere. As you know, many of
the Post, Auxiliary, Sons and Riders events have been cancelled
due to this madness
On a bright note, we have been
fortunate to have been able to
feed the veterans organizations
and those members in need via
our Tuesday and Thursday distributions at the Post. It’s been very
satisfying to have been able to
help those who needed us in
these trying times.
Big thanks to A Need We Feed
and Fulfill for supplying us with the
goods to be able to do this and a
special thanks to Ralph Wolff for
orchestrating the project and to
the designated team involved to
go on the “front line” week after
week to accomplish this. It was a
great ride.
On another positive note, by
the time you read this the outside
bunker bar should be open. A first
step in getting us back to some
normalcy. Please, if you can,
come out and support the post
and the bartenders that have been
shut down all this time. It’s going
to be great to have everyone back
together again.
Since there are no SAL events
until December, we as a squadron
will be working hard, as always, to
support the Post and doing whatever we need to do to help them
get back in business and make
some revenue.
We will resume our normal SAL
meetings starting in July and you
will receive emails regarding this.
Finally, our 2020 membership
numbers are due at the end of
June. We are very close to hitting
last years number but need a final
push. We aren’t quite there yet.

Food distribution April 16, 2020

For those who paid their 2020
dues, thank you very much. For
those who haven’t, please do so
as soon as you can. You can pay
your dues to a bartender down at
the bunker, mail in a check, or
even
easier,
renew
at
www.salpost129.com. If you have
a family member or friend who is
eligible to join, please send them
our way. We would love to see
new faces and names! In the
meantime, please stay safe and
healthy.
Love one another and as my
good friend Chaplain Michael
Schaffer would say - Be the Light!
God bless you all and hope to see
everyone soon.
For God & Country,
Rocky Lucia
Commander
Squadron 129

open up a little. Now is the time to
be very careful and maintain our
Social Distancing, wear your face
masks, use your sanitizer every
time you are out. Wash your
hands whenever possible. Many
of our southern states that have
already opened up the lockdown
have found a tremendous rise in
the Covid 19 cases.
That being said, I welcome you
all to the nice riding weather. I will
be organizing some fun rides for
lunch to a couple of places that
have outside dining area’s. In July
I would like to have a membership
meeting outdoors in the picnic
grove to get our year started. I
have already cancelled our July
BBQ as I am not sure of the logistics or if we could get enough people to make it profitable.
In closing I wish you all health
and safety.
For God and Country
Pete Chafatelli—President

RIDERS MESSAGE
Brothers and Sisters…
...the weather is starting to look
nice, the lockdown is starting to
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CANTEEN NEWS
Eric Enauen

I know the old expression “No
News is Good News,” is usually a
good thing. However, in the Post’s
case it has not been good news.
As always, we follow the law of
the land and the law of the State.
The Governor ordered us to close
at 8PM, on Monday March 16th,
and Post 129 has complied with
that order.
As I am writing this article, on
June 17th, will have been allowed
to open our outside food and beverage operation. We opened our
outside operation on Friday, June
19th, at 11:00AM. Our Inside Operation REMAINS CLOSED as of
June 19th. The Post has been receiving updates almost daily from
the State and the Board of Health.
All our Bartenders and Waitress Staff will be following the
State and Board of Heath Guidelines as is every other Club, Restaurant and Bar throughout our
State. We are asking all Members’ patience in following the current guidelines as required by law.
Unfortunately, Members who do
not wish to follow the guidelines,
will be asked to leave.
Our Independence Day (July
4th) Picnic has been canceled.
We are planning on having our
Labor Day Picnic on the Sunday

of Labor Day Weekend as we normally do. Because of the ongoing
situation, we do not have any details yet.
DOWN AT THE BUNKER: Under
the roof, we have arranged 5 high
-top tables which are distanced 6
feet apart. In this way, we can
have 20 Members sitting in that
area.
THE 2 TABLES ATTACHED TO THE MIDDLE
POSTS CANNOT BE USED. If
we used them, we could not use
the high-top tables, since they
would not be 6 feet apart. The
current setup gives us the maximum seating. Please DO NOT
move the tables or chairs. It is
against the Law.

No one can sit at the Bar since
you would be in the way of the
Member Line to get drinks. Members waiting in line to get a beverage, will maintain 6 feet distancing. Members, who are not sitting
at their table, must wear face
masks. When you are getting
your food, waiting in line for a
drink or going to the Porta Johns,
you must wear your mask.
Unfortunately, since we do not

American Legion Post 129
have Wi-Fi down at the Bunker,
The Post cannot accept credit
cards. The Bar, as in the past,
will be strictly CASH ONLY.
Until we open the Canteen inside,
hours of operation will be from
11AM until closing. On weekends, closing will be at 11PM.
ARRIVING AT THE POST: Do
Not park beyond the cones in the
rear of the parking lot.
At the entrance of the Bunker
pathway you will be greeted by a
Legion Volunteer who will check
your temperature, check your current Membership Card, present
you with a food menu and stamp
your hand. The Volunteer will also ask you to sign in your guest or
guests if necessary. If you have
any questions, feel free ask.
ORDERING FOOD: If you decide
to order food, make your choices
from the menu. Bring the menu
up to the rear of the Post. A Waitress will take your order and ask
you to write your cell phone number on the menu. At that time,
you will then pay for your food.
NO CREDIT CARDS. The waitress will call you on your cell
phone when your order is ready.
Remember to wear your mask.
Pick up your order at the Pickup
Table.
Remember, you can order take
out.
The Board of Health advised that

American Legion Post 129
Members cannot smoke where
Members are eating. The Post
will have a marked designated
smoking area near the Bunker.
Please remember, this order has
been issued by the Board of
Health.
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TIN CAN SAILORS…
…meet at Post 129 on
the 3RD Wednesday at
12 noon.

It is our hope that Post can open
in its entirety as soon as possible.
The Executive Board, Bar Committee and our Bartenders greatly
appreciate your cooperation during trying time.
When you support Post 129,
you support the greatest Post
in the USA.

DISABLED
AMERICAN
VETERANS

Ocean County Memorial
Chapter of the DAV meet
at Post 129 the 2nd
Wednesday of the month
at 7 PM

Nominate a Veteran for #VeteranOfTheDay

Veteran of the Day has been a tradition on VA’s social media pages for more than two years now. Each post gets thousands of views, likes, comments and shares. Since this is a daily publication, we’re always in need for great nominations. If
you know a Veteran who deserves to be recognized, please refer to this guide nominate them.
#VeteranOfTheDay works best with 3-5 good photos — at least one of them should be in uniform. The bigger, the better,
and good resolution is important. Consider scanning a physical photo if you do not have a digital copy readily available.
Send the photos with the following information:







Name, branch, occupation, and years of service (Timothy “Tim” Lawson, Marines, 6672 Aviation Supply, 2006 to 2011)
Tours, deployments, and campaigns (OIF, OEF, Vietnam, Gulf War, etc.)
Notable awards (Purple heart, Bronze star, NAM, Army Achievement, etc.)
Current geographic location (so we can localize the story and promote to the community)

Bonus info includes what they’re doing now, significant moment(s) during their service and other unique information.
You can send all of the material to newmedia@va.gov. In the subject line, put “[Veteran’s name] for Veteran of the Day.” It
is important that you include as much of the requested material as possible, as it is necessary to complete and publish a
Veteran of the Day.
Every Veteran is worthy of recognition. They do not need to meet any other criteria other than having honorably served their
country.
Thank you for contributing to this important daily tradition.

American Legion Post 129
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Canada
Day

Independence
Day

U.S. Army
Air Corps
Established
(1926)

Nelson
Mandela
Day
June 24,1664
Birthday
New Jersey
Day

Parents’
Day

Korean War
Ended (1953)

World War I
Began
(1914)

July 27 is National
New Jersey Day

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS.
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN

American Legion Post 129
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Air Force
Day

Purple Heart
Medal
Established
(1782)

U.S. Coast
Guard
Established
(1790)

Vietnam War
Began (1964)

Japan
Surrendered
Ending WWII
(1945)

National
Airborne
Day

National
Aviation
Day

Korea

Independence

Day

Senior
Citizens
Day

Women’s
Equality
Day

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS.
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN

Day Against
Nuclear
Tests
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COVID 19 AND
YOUR FINANCES
This article is a tribute to the
dedication and the selfless
bravery of the leadership of our
Post.
Back in late March a team
consisting of: Ed Rustler, Mike
Schaffer, Ray Miller, Ralph Moranz, Rocky Lucia, Pete
Chafatelli, Bobby Jorge, Dave
Corbin and myself came together as the leadership of the
Post and formed a team to distribute food to our needy veterans and first responders.
The reason for this partnership was clear; money had
stopped coming in, veterans
were laid-off from their jobs,
there was panic at the grocery
stores where shelves were
stripped of essential products.
Our most vulnerable members
were being asked to expose
themselves to the COVID , as
the number of new cases were
skyrocketing, or stay isolated
without food.
Our mission was crystal
clear; we wanted to insure that
our members had nutritious
foods not only to satisfy their
food insecurity but to help insure that their immune system
was at its peak to help ward off
the virus. There was no hesitation and the team immediately
pulled together one of the most
beautiful acts of kindness and
selfless caring ever displayed
at our Post. We had our first
distribution on March 30th,
2020.
As the word got out, more
and more cars started arriving
at the Post. There were so

SOUNDOFF
many cars that they began to
spill out onto Church Road. At
one point there were over 65
cars in line and the lines had to
be doubled. Not only did the
word get out to our members
but members of other Post arrived also. And to top it all off,
National sent a reporter to film
on of our distributions. (you
can see all the pictures on our
web site)
Here is a partial list of the
products and amounts that
were given to our Vets over the
25 times that the distributions
were made.
Meals—2234
Paper Towels—3247 rolls
Toilet Paper—7920 rolls
Crises Boxes—1225
Along with hundreds of pounds
of cucumbers, potatoes, onions, oranges, apples, cabbage
and other produce, some right
from our Victory Garden and
harvested the day of the distribution. (Thank you Rocky for
keeping the tally.)
These men were the ones

American Legion Post 129
who stood on the front lines.
They were there in the cold, the
rain, the storms and in the face
of the uncertainty of contracting
the virus. They are to be commended for their bravery and
dedication to our members and
the less fortunate. No matter
what happens in the future, no
one can take from them the fact
that they are all heroes.
I am proud of these men, our
Post and for being a part of this
team. I must say that I am so
very proud of my son Michael
who put together a similar team
at Post 232 in Barnegat.
I would be remiss if I didn’t
take time to thank some folks
who without their help, we
could never have accomplished
our mission.
 Cliff Baker from A Need We

Feed who supplied all of the
meals.

 Chuck Watson from Fulfill

who supplied all of the crises
box’s and produce.

 Shawn Hatton from Bacchus

Meal delivery from A Need We Feed.

American Legion Post 129
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Winery for all the paper towels
and toilet paper.

Finances
Your Post’s finances are in
good hands. A new budget is
about to be delivered and revenue will soon be coming in.

Ralph E. Wolff
Finance Officer
Post 129

Come 'on out to the Bunker Bar and support your Post while enjoying the camaraderie of other veterans.
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PUBLISHED
DEADLINE

American Legion Post 129

6 times per year
for the next issue (September-October 2020) is
August 15.
SUBMISSIONS can be e-mailed to:
soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com
or via U.S. mail to:
Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive,
Toms River, NJ 08753.
EVENTS
send your events for the calendar to
Bob Scheiderman at: knottoday@verizon.net
ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issue
(1year). Single card $75.00
Double card $140.00.
ON LINE AT
http:/soundoffalpost129.wix.com/soundoff

American Legion Post 129
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Thursdays Doors
Open 5 p.m.
Play starts 7 p.m.

SUPPORT THOSE
WHO SUPPORT US!

 Veteran US Navy
Michael Dolan—Owner

Pioneer Painting & Decorating LLC
Residential - Commercial - Churches
908-902-4117

 Kitchen Cabinet Refurbishing

908-902-4117

Stain or Paint
 Featured In Home And Garden Magazine
 30 Years In Business
 Honest-Professional-Reasonable
 “It’s A Matter Of Trust”

OZANE PEST SERVICES

 Active Member and Supporter
American Legion Post 129

 I Hire And Refer Veteran Small
Business Trades and Professionals
 Support Your Veterans - Hire And
Buy American And We All Work

Navy Veteran
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