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COMMANDER’S
MESSAGE
After writing the Commander’s
Message for the past 2 years, I
never thought I would be writing
an article about a killer virus
called Corvid-19.
The Commander-in-Chief and
the Governor rightfully declared
war on this foe that has taken the
lives of so many. Unlike the
many civilians that make up our
surrounding communities, the
Members of Post 129 understand
what war means, both in its triumphs and horrific losses.
We know what it means to follow all orders. Even the ones we
may not like. That is why we
must follow the guidelines for six
feet social distancing, avoiding
large crowds, washing your hands
for 20 seconds, cleaning surfaces, handles, and packages, and
using hand sanitizers when possible. If you have PPE (Personal
Protective Equipment), use it
when you go out. I know, you
wish that we could issue you
weapons to kill and silence this
new enemy. Unfortunately, we
cannot. That does not mean that
we surrender and do nothing. Far
from it.
After the Executive Board
Meeting held on Monday, March
16th, I shut the Canteen to our
Members at 8 PM, as per the orders of the Governor. All Bar activities came to a halt. That also
meant no Canteen or Gaming
Revenue, which pays our bills.
After voting to pay our shift
bartenders until the war is over,
the Trustees, Budget Committee,
Finance Officer and I estimated

that the cost to pay the monthly
bills of the Post would be between
$22,000 and $25,000 per month.
Please read Finance Officer
Ralph Wolff’s report on our finances.
The Post has partnered with
the organization called “A Need
To Feed.” Using emails and
phone calls the Executive Board
and I authorized to send $1,000
to A Need To Feed. The average
cost of the meals is $10 each.
As you know, we stand together as a family. So, without hesitation the Auxiliary donate $250, the
SAL (Sons of the American Legion) donated $500 and the Riders also gave $500. This is what
families do during times of crisis.
Currently, 50 meals are given out
every Tuesday and Thursday, between 4 and 5PM. Just drive up
to the front of the Post, at 2025
Church Road, and we will hand
you your meals. You never have
to leave your vehicle.
The Post is working on a
“Calling a Buddy” program. So,
you may have gotten a call or

may be receiving a call from one
of our volunteers just checking up
on you and seeing how you are
doing.
The General Meeting which
was to be held in May has been
canceled. Our Election of Officers has also been moved to our
next General Meeting. You can
check our website at:
alpost129.org or our Facebook
Page for the new date. The election is for Trustees, since all other
positions are running unopposed.
The Memorial Day picnic and
ceremonies have been canceled
until further notice.
We had
planned to hold our July 4th Independence Day picnic on Sunday,
July 5th.
The Mangos were
scheduled as the entertainment. I
will keep you posted.
This goes without saying, but
“hang tough” during this time. I
know you will. Never “take a
knee”.
Ed Rutzler Commander

First day of food distribution on March 26,
which by April 16, grew into an entire pantry
for those in need.

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/groups/post129/

WEBSITE: https://alpost129.org/
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LEGION
MEMBERSHIP
Dear American Legion Members,
This year flew by so far until
March where life as we knew it
stopped and the world basically
stood still due to the Pandemic
(Corona Virus).
I hope and pray that our Legion
Family has fared well during these
trying times. Hopefully the Corona
Virus is behind us and we can get
back to a somewhat normal life. I
know that we will get through this
together. We are Legion Strong.
I am asking all of our Legion
Family members to reach out to
their fellow legionnaires and legion
family members to see if they are
okay and if they need any help or
just give them words of encouragement to help them get through
these trying times. It’s called the
Buddy Check, it’s what we do,
Veterans taking care of Veterans.
in checking our roster.
I noticed that there are still
many members (250) that haven’t
paid their dues for 2020. I did want
to let you know that we are counting very much on your continuing
as a member of our Post. You are
very important to us and if we are
to accomplish the many tasks facing The American Legion, both at
home and in Washington, to help
our Veterans and their Families as
well as the Community we live in,
we need your help.
Our Post has been shut down
for two months now. No activities,
no Canteen, no source of income
to help us to continue all the good
things that we do for our Veterans
and Their Families. I am asking all
Members who haven’t paid their
Dues for 2020 to please send us
what ever you can so that we can
continue to help our Veterans,
their Families and the Community
where we live.
I truly believe we are Legion
Family and together we will accomplish great things. Stay Safe
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and please don’t forget BUDDY
CHECK.
Please let me know if there is
some service that our Post or at
the Department level can provide
for you or if there is any reason
that has kept you from renewing
your Membership Please contact
me at rjg548@comcast.net or 732
-604-8326. The American Legion
needs your support, Remember,
Membership is the life blood of
The American Legion.
For God and Country
Rich Godfrey
Department of New Jersey
Vice Commander
Membership Chairman

SAL MESSAGE
Greetings all!
First I would like to hope and
pray that everyone is staying safe
and healthy during these unprecedented, difficult times. It's very difficult to see our Post closed and
not be able to see everyone out
and around. By this time the Bunker Bar would be open and everyone would be out having a good
time. Well, this is all out of our
control but let's hope that we will
get cleared to open sooner rather
than later.
I regret to inform you that I had
to cancel our annual Memorial
Day Pig Roast and BBQ. This was
always a strong event for us, but
we will not be able to pull it off and
postponing it isn't an option right
now due to scheduling conflicts. If
anything changes, I will let you
know but until then, we will have
to wait until next year and make it
bigger and better than ever!
We have also been working
with A Need We Feed to hand out
free meals, paper products and
pantry items to those in need.
Keep an eye on your SAL email
for further information.
We will be making phone calls
to as many members as we can to
do "buddy checks" to see how you
are doing and if we can help in
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any way.
Finally, we are still responsible
to get our membership submitted
to state. We're getting close to hitting our number from last year, but
still need your help. If you haven't
renewed your dues yet for 2020,
you still can and that would help
us out greatly. At this time, since
the Post is not open, you cannot
pay your dues there but you can
still mail them in or pay online at
www.salpost129.com and we will
get your card out to you right
away. Also, if you know anyone
eligible to join, please let me know
so we can get them signed up.
In the meantime, please stay
safe and healthy and obey the
mandated social distancing rules.
We are hear to help, so if you
need anything please reach out
and we will do the best we can to
assist.
For God & Country,
Rocky Lucia

Ocean County Memorial
Chapter of the DAV meet
at Post 129 the 2nd
Wednesday of the month
at 7 PM

Tin Can Sailors meet at
Post 129 on the 3RD
Wednesday at 12 noon.

American Legion Post 129
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WHAT’S NEXT?
Ralph E. Wolff
Finance Officer
Post 129
Pretty soon, as our country begins to figure out how we open
back up and move forward there
will be a powerful need within us
all to get back to what was our
normal. I don’t believe that old
normal will ever be seen again.
What we do now and in the future
will be our new normal. What we
are all looking for is not what used
to be the normal but the feeling of
normalcy. In truth, we want desperately to feel good again, to get
back to the routines of our lives, to
not lie in bed at night wondering
how we’re going to afford our rent,
pay our bills or feed our family.
We want not to wake up to an
endless scroll of human tragedy
on our phones and TV’s. We
want not to worry about our loved
ones catching the virus. We want
to have a cup of perfectly brewed
coffee and simply leave the house
for work or come to our Legion
and have a cold beer with our
comrades. Our need for comfort
and normalcy will be real, and it
will be strong. I urge you to be
well aware of what is coming and
think about how you will handle
these powerful emotions.
What this trauma has shown
us, though, cannot be unseen. A
carless Los Angeles has clear
blue skies as pollution has simply
stopped. You can hear the birds
chirp on Broadway. You see families walking and talking together.
We, as a nation, have deeply disturbing problems.
These are
problems we ignore every day, not
because we’re terrible people or
because we don’t care about fixing them, but because we don’t
have the time. One of the greatest misconceptions among us,
which causes deep and painful
social tensions every day is that
we somehow don’t care about
each other. Legionnaires don’t
care about Auxiliary, the Son’s

don’t care about Legionnaires, the
Riders don’t care about anyone.
These misconceptions could not
be further from the truth. We all
do care about each other. Sometimes we simply just don’t have
the time.
I feel that the treadmill we have
been on for decades just stopped.
Bam! And that feeling you have
right now is the same as if you’d
been thrown off your Peloton bike
and onto the ground. Holy Mary,
what just happened? I hope you
might consider this: What just
happened is incredible. It’s the
greatest gift ever unwrapped. Not
the deaths, not the virus, but the
Great Pause. What this crises
have given us is a once in a lifetime chance to see ourselves and
our country through the clearest of
lenses. At no other time in our
lives have we gotten the opportunity to see what would happen if
the world simply stopped.
If we want to create a better
country and a better world for our
kids, if we want to make sure we
are sustainable as a nation and as
a democracy, we have to pay attention to how we feel right now
and start to plan for your new normal.

Finances
Our Post is encountering the
perfect storm, financially and socially. Since we are closed there
is no revenue. None, zip, nada.
However, we are still responsible
for the bills we encounter in better
times. The mortgage, the utilities,
the maintenance and doing what
we are in existence for which is
taking care of our veterans and
the Legion Family. So here is
what we were able to accomplish
to protect the Post from default.
1. Our mortgage has been differed for three months. Pushing
the missed payment to the end of
the mortgage without affecting our
credit rating. This action will save
the Post $8,000/month which will
enable us to stay solvent for a
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longer period of time should we be
forced to.
2. We have applied for and been
approved for the PPPL grant.
This will allow us to pay our bartenders for the next 8 weeks without having to pay it back.
3. We have partnered with A
Need We Feed and Fulfill to feed
our families who are facing a high
level of food insecurity. This action benefits our veterans and our
Post as they are fed hot meals,
given non-perishables for home
and essential paper products and
receiving fresh produce to help
their immune system fight off the
virus and reduces the number of
food gift cards we need to buy and
distribute.
So at this writing we are financially secure but with the need to
re-work the budget as it will take
us some time to recover once we
open.
Finally, I want to say how proud I
am to belong to Post 129. During
this crises I have witnessed the
coming together of all of the Legion Family to serve one cause,
ensuring that NO ONE GETS
LEFT BEHIND.

AUXILIARY
MESSAGE
While 2020 had started off on a
positive note for us, the Covid-19
Virus has put the world into a surreal Holding Pattern. In our lifetime, there is nothing to compare
to the paralyzing effect that this
Virus has had on our lives, our
Country and the World. New York
and New Jersey have been seriously affected by this deadly virus
during the months of March and
April. In turn, our Post Life has
been put On Hold. Our Ocean
County Meeting in March was
canceled. Our monthly Unit and
County meetings for April were
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canceled. The Installation Ceremonies set for April were canceled. It remains to be seen if our
May Unit Meeting, various Installations and our Spring Flea Market
occurs. But I hope that by time
this publication gets mailed, May
and June will hold more promise
and encouragement for us.
Obviously, our Annual Auxiliary
Gift Auction, originally set for
4/19/20, has been postponed. We
had to postpone our Annual May
Poppy Drive too. Our plans to celebrate our 100 years have also
been postponed. But postponed
means there is a “Belief”; a “Hope”
that we will be able to reschedule
these Events.
In the meantime, I am so proud
of our Unit 129 during this Covid19 Virus Pandemic. Our Auxiliary
Gals have once again stepped up
to the plate. Our Auxiliary has
done what it does throughout the
year – make donations! Part of
our Legacy will be that we are
never Single-Minded. Our donations come in various forms. Our
Unit has been busy donating our
time, our talents, our ideas, our
Unit contributions and our personal contributions. A number of our
Members have made a point of
calling a few Members each day,
just to check in to see how they
are doing. Some of us have
reached out to others, in our various Communities, to assist in the
food shopping and delivery of groceries. Our Unit has some Members, who have sewn numerous
masks for the Aides at some local
nursing homes. We have purchased Gift Cards for some of our
homeless Veterans. We have purchased and donated various items
for the Command Center at Community Medical Center (the local
hospital front line of Healthcare
Personnel during this Pandemic).
We have ordered food from some
local businesses to be given to the
Command
Center
at
CMC
(thereby supporting our local businesses and our Healthcare Professionals). Of course, our Unit
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has also made a monetary donation to a local Organization.
Through all that our Auxiliary
has done and continues to do during this Pandemic, a few lines
from a song popped into my head.
For those of you who know me
well, you know that song lyrics are
always in my head. So I leave you
with these Moody Blues lyrics:
“Love of love, love of life and giving without measure gives in return a wondrous yearn for promise
almost seen. Live hand in hand
and together we’ll stand on the
threshold of a dream.”
Unit 129, we rock! Until we meet
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again, I pray that all of us at Post
129, along with our families and
friends, remain healthy and safe.
May God bless all of us.
For God and Country,
Lisa A. Mayer
President Unit 129
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SERVICE OFFICERS
REPORT
Good afternoon Brothers and sisters,
We are now in a situation
where reaching out to lend a hand
up sometimes gets a little difficult
from 6 feet away. Going anywhere and maintaining the “Social
Distancing” sometimes finding us
apologizing for getting to close, or
you get that feeling of loneliness,
or helplessness, but you need to
understand, and family and
friends need to understand by
staying away, staying home,
maintaining your distance, you are
showing people that you love
them and you do not what to
make them sick.
We will get through this and
maybe by the time you get this,
my hope, we may have already
passed the milestone of concern
and be on our way to do a restart
of our lives and how we live. We
have to understand that nothing
will ever be the same again, we
are not going to go back to things
the “way they were”. This will forever be a new dynamic, we must
change how we think about each
other and the world in general.
We cannot be isolationists, we
must work with the entire world;
we must listen to each other; we
must trust each other, we cannot
have our heads in the sand and
hope bad stuff does not happen to
us just because someone else
has a problem. This pandemic
has shown that no trust in information from others, personal disbelief that it is not going to happen
here, just is not realistic anymore,
and should have never been our
standard of trust, we are finding
out that we cannot stand alone.
The world is a small place and
around the world anyone, anything, whether it is global warming, or the covid19 pandemic, just
shows that whether it will take 50
years or 15 days, it will impact us
and we need to work on long term
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solutions to the world’s problems,
not just ours. Someone needs to
take the lead; this country has
done it in the past and now is the
time for us to stand up again, not
just for the United States of America, but for the entire world. We
are the ones that can make that
happen. if we don’t this will be a
lesson lost and the lives lost will
have been in vain, shame on us.
Reporting from a bunker, in an
undisclosed location, under a volcano, just letting you know we are
still doing good work. Our organization is based on “service to veterans” not for one’s self or for
recognition, but because it is the
right thing to do. The Post 129
Legion Riders have a moto
“BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT WE
DO”.
Thanks to Ralph wolf and his
many connections we have been
doing some amazing stuff, we are
feeding people at the post “Drive
Through” 2 times a week, working
with the organization “A Need We
Feed” we have supplied, by the
time you get this, probably over
500 meals to our members, to
members of other fraternal organizations and to the Silverton fire
department. We also supplied
paper towels and toilet paper at
the “Drive Through”
In order to support this cause
the Legion, the Sons and the Riders have donated as a group
$2,000 to fund the feeding of our
members and other organizations
such as Big Brothers and Big Sisters.
Ryan’s catering is also suppling meals to a Need We Feed,
Jim Smith and Mike Speary ,
“Chef Mike” are participating in
the county wide program to feed
those in need. Nice job guy’s!
Because of our “Buddy Check
Program” we have delivered water, food, and a wheel chair to
members in need, thank you to
the trustees and the e-board for
making the calls.
The victory garden has been
planted and we are hoping for a
great harvest, we have a great
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garden team, they are working in
shifts to maintain social distancing.
Hope to see you soon
Yours in the Lord,
Michael Schaffer PPC,
Department Chaplain
Post 129 Service Officer

RIDERS MESSAGE
Brothers and Sisters we are
living in very difficult times right
now and it doesn’t look like it will
end any time soon. Our April
Blessing of the Bikes has been
cancelled and we will try to reschedule for a later date. At this
time it looks like our May Bike
night will also be cancelled. I will
keep everyone updated as this
lockdown continues. I would like
everyone to know that Post 129 is
ready and willing to help anyone
in our family who is in distress.
Our Post has been giving away
free hot meals, paper products
and canned food every Tuesday
and Thursday from 4:00 to 5:00. If
you are in need please come and
let us help you.
I would also like to extend my
hand to anyone who needs any
help, just give me a call and I will
find a way to help. Now is a perfect time to take care of the
maintenance on our motorcycles.
Check your tire pressure, oil levels, brake fluid etc. Lets all be
ready when this lockdown is lifted.
Now is also a perfect time to
check up on our Brothers and Sisters, give someone you know a
call, check on your neighbors we
are all in this together. On a closing note I would like to say you
are all in my prayers, be safe, be
strong and Stay Home. God Bless
You.
For God and Country
Pete Chafatelli
President
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CANTEEN NEWS
Eric Enauen

Normally, I would be writing
about the changing of the weather, Canteen events, entertainment, Post Improvements, Bike
Nights, the Memorial Day Picnic
and our Independence Day Celebration and Picnic. However, instead, we will be talking about the
tactics and strategies we will be
using in the war with our new and
deadly enemy, Corvid-19.
What has been done? All bar
operations have been shut down
until further notice. This was by
order of the Governor and has
been strictly adhered to. The last
thing Post 129 wants is for someone to get sick by us serving beer
and liquor at the wrong time. The
Canteen and Bunker Bar will remain closed, until we get the “all
clear” sign from the Governor, the
ABC and approval of the Executive Board.
Protecting our Bartenders: We
give thanks to God that none of
our dedicated Bartenders have
contracted the virus at this time.
The Bar Committee stays in contact with them to make sure they
are OK. At our last Executive
Board Meeting, held on Monday,
March 16th, the Bar Committee
and the Trustees recommended
to the Executive Board to pay our
regular shift Bartenders minimum
wage ($11 per hour) through
these trying times.
The Executive Board unanimously approved the recommendation, since it was the moral and
right thing to do. We also gave
our bartenders the option of applying for unemployment since
they might make more money that
way. The decision was left entirely up to them.
Our Finance Officer, Ralph
Wolff, has applied for grants and
SBL (Small Business Loan) to
offset the Post’s payroll costs. I
recommend you read Ralph’s finance Article for more information.
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We may need your help when
the time comes to open the Bunker. For example, all the Bar
Stools are stored in the basement
of the Post. We will need to get
them up the stairs and down to
the Bunker. Usually, County Correction people, who are supervised by County Sheriffs provide
this service, along with blowing
leaves, spreading mulch, setting
up the picnic tables and cleaning
the Bunker and the picnic grove.
Governor Murphy released nonviolent offenders from prison, who
normally perform these tasks for
us. We only hope that they can
help us out in the future.
Bunker News: Because of
the war between the humans and
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the virus, the squirrels signed a
peace treaty to end all hostilities.
Unlike the signing on the Battleship Missouri, ending World War
II, the treaty was signed on neutral ground, which was under a
picnic table near the Bunker.
I was amazed that Commander Ed Rutzler could get under table. I did not think Navy Men
could low crawl. Sorry, no photos. Our Nat Geo Wild Photographer, Al Harbord, is on assignment.
Remember, when you support Post 129, you support the
greatest in the USA.
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Check the Post 129 Facebook Page or the Post website
(under the CALENDAR tab) for updates on when the
Post will reopen!
V-E Day 1945
Military Spouse
Appreciation
Day

Peace Officers
Memorial Day

Maritime Day

Although the calendar is still
filled with dates these are what
would have been.
Until the Covid-19 Pandemic is
over many of course will be cancelled.

Check the Post Facebook page
or the website:
https://alpost129.org/
for updates once we are up and
running again.

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS.
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN

American Legion Post 129

SOUNDOFF

No Entertainment has been
scheduled due to the Covid-19
lockdown. Entertainment will
once again be scheduled when a
known date of the lockdown is
ended and announcement will be
on Facebook or the Post website.

Stay Safe

BE SURE TO CHECK FOR LAST MINUTE CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS.
UPDATED LISTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETEN BOARD IN THE CANTEEN
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR…
Appreciation of what we do.
I would like to put this message out to as many people
that I know having ties to Post 129. Today I drove up to the
Post and observed Commander Ed, Ralph Wolff, Bob Joerg,
Ray Miller, our Rider President, Pete Chafatelli, SAL Commander Rocky Lucia and others putting out dinners and paper products.
Past Commander and Chaplin Mike Schaffer has been
kind enough to put out periodic prayers for our reading.
These times are tough for many and our Post being closed
is part of these tough times, yet these men and I'm sure
women have thought of the membership and other Veterans
that have fallen on hard times.
I am proud to be a member of this organization and
friends with persons that make it what it is. We end our letters to the membership with the phrase "For God and Country". It truly is what we are about. Again, thank you all that
have been there for others.
If I am needed to assist, please feel free to contact
me. God Bless you all and stay safe.
For God and Country
Art Brown

American Legion
launches COVID-19
impact survey
The American Legion
APR 16, 2020

American Legion has launched a
COVID-19 impact survey to track
trends in response to the pandemic. The survey will track the impact
on veterans and their families
throughout the pandemic’s duration. Participants can elect to be
connected with a representative
from The American Legion for assistance with VA benefits, employment, emotional wellness and personal contact for support.
As this is an evolving situation,
this survey will be conducted biweekly for updated responses.
The first survey will be available
until April 29.
o

To take the COVID-19 impact survey, visit:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
BJ5283R.
For the latest VA updates on coronavirus and common-sense tips
on preventing the spread of disease, visit :
www.publichealth.va.gov/ncoronavirus/.
Stay informed from The American
Legion with updates from National
Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford at:
L-R Department of New Jersey Commander Robert B. Newell, National
Commander Bill Oxford, Post129 Commander Ed Rutzler on March 14 at
The American Legion Family Luncheon held at Post 129.

www.legion.org/coronavirus
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Laurinda Miller, First Vice President, Auxiliary Unit 129, presents a check to Commander Ed Rutzler in support of the
Post at the General Membership meeting March 2, 2020.

There are so many ways that you can help
your Post. Once we reopen volunteers are
always welcome to help on the BINGO
committee.
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Post 129 is here to help. If
you are a member of the
American Legion Family
and have a need for help
please call. There are many
volunteers here and ready
to assist
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PUBLISHED
6 times per year
DEADLINE
for the next issue (July-August 2020) is June 15.
SUBMISSIONS can be e-mailed to:
soundoff.al.post129@outlook.com
or via U.S. mail to:
Al Harbord, 1038 Audubon Drive,
Toms River, NJ 08753.
EVENTS
send your events for the calendar to
Bob Scheiderman at: knottoday@verizon.net
ADVERTISING business card advertising accepted for 6 issue
(1year). Single card $75.00
Double card $140.00.
ON LINE AT
http:/soundoffalpost129.wix.com/soundoff
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Thursday Doors
Open 5 p.m.
Play starts 7 p.m.

SUPPORT THOSE
WHO SUPPORT US!

Navy Veteran

 Veteran US Navy
Michael Dolan—Owner

Pioneer Painting & Decorating LLC
Residential - Commercial - Churches
908-902-4117

 Kitchen Cabinet Refurbishing

908-902-4117

Stain or Paint
 Featured In Home And Garden Magazine
 30 Years In Business
 Honest-Professional-Reasonable
 “It’s A Matter Of Trust”

OZANE PEST SERVICES

 Active Member and Supporter
American Legion Post 129

 I Hire And Refer Veteran Small
Business Trades and Professionals
 Support Your Veterans - Hire And
Buy American And We All Work
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